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Foreword

Dear readers,
Luxembourg has a rich and varied history. 

The identity of our country, at the heart of Europe
and at the intersection of diverse cultural landscapes,

merits extensive, cross-cutting historical research
at national and European level. It is for this reason

that in 2014 my government decided to set up
a new interdisciplinary research centre at the University

of Luxembourg, and thus the C2DH, the Luxembourg Centre
for Contemporary and Digital History, came into being.

The centre, which was officially inaugu-
rated on 22 May 2017, is certainly not 
short of research topics to investigate. 

At a time when it had only recently 
gained independence, Luxembourg 
found itself grappling with two bar-
baric World Wars and a Nazi occu-
pation that it refused to accept. But 
Luxembourg was also a pioneer in 
cooperation between countries. As a 
founder member and seat of the ECSC 
and the European Union, it has played 
a major role in international and multi-
lateral cooperation. 

While the foundations for our wealth 
were laid by the iron and steel indus-
try, they have been guaranteed by 
our economic diversification since the 
1970s. 

Luxembourg never stops innovating. 
Today, for example, we have a vision 

of digitalisation at the service of 
our citizens. The digital turn is also 
radically transforming the nature of 
academic research. I would like to 
congratulate the centre for taking 
a special interest in these historic 
changes that we are witnessing.

Five years of history for the C2DH. 
Many congratulations to you all, 
and I encourage you to pursue your 
remarkable efforts!

Given the extraordinary era that we 
are living through, I am in no doubt 
that there are many (hi)stories still to 
be written for our Luxembourg. And 
I am certain that the C2DH will delve 
into them with the same thorough, 
meticulous approach for which we 
are celebrating it today.

Xavier Bettel
Prime Minister

Prime Minister 
Xavier Bettel 
during the interview 
for the C²DH's 
5th anniversary 
video clip.
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EDITORIAL

Looking back at the creation and development 
of the Luxembourg Centre for Contemporary 

and Digital History (C2DH) feels like watching a film in 
fast-forward. Since its creation in 2016 and official launch 

event in May 2017, the C²DH has experienced rapid growth – 
in terms of both people and activities. Today, with more than 

110 people working at the centre, it has moved from an 
exciting start-up phase into a strategic consolidation phase.

Our challenge now is to realise the 
centre’s long-term goal: to co-design 
and operate a global open-science 
platform for history in the digital age. 

We consider the centre as a “trading
zone”: an intellectual space and social 
place for knowledge transfer between 
different epistemic communities and 
disciplinary traditions, aimed at 
promoting new forms and formats of 
historical knowledge. Bringing histo-
rians, data scientists and web devel-
opers together to co-design historical 
research projects in a collaborative 
and collective spirit is part of our 
structural DNA. The many projects pre-
sented in this brochure are imbued with 
this experimental C2DH mindset and 
demonstrate our ambition to explore 
new ways of thinking, doing and 
narrating history in the digital age. 

I hope that this anniversary brochure will 
trigger your curiosity for the interesting 
work happening at the C2DH. The QR 
codes included in this publication will 

allow you to explore a great variety 
of C2DH research topics in more detail 
online. 

I would like to thank the many people 
and institutions that have supported 
the creation and fruitful development 
of the C2DH over the past five years: 
the Luxembourg government, the Board 
of Governors and the Rectorate of the 
University of Luxembourg, the National 
Research Fund (FNR), the members of 
the Advisory Board and the Scientific 
Committee, and the many national 
and international partner institutions 
with whom we have had the pleasure 
to collaborate. Most importantly, I 
would like to express my gratitude to 
the incredible crowd of creative and 
engaged people working at the C2DH, 
both past and present, who have 
helped turn this place into a vibrant 
laboratory for thinking and doing 
history outside the box. 

Prof. Dr Andreas Fickers
Founding Director of the C2DH

Andreas Fickers 
at the C²DH premises 
in the Maison des 
Sciences Humaines, 
University of Luxembourg.
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ABOUT

The Luxembourg Centre for Contemporary 
and Digital History (C2DH) is one of

the University of Luxembourg’s interdisciplinary centres.
It promotes an interdisciplinary approach 

to the study of contemporary Luxembourgish 
and European history with a particular focus 

on new digital methods and tools 
for historical research and teaching. 

The centre has a threefold mission:

➜ To serve as a national platform 
for critical engagement with 
Luxembourg’s past by promoting 
public history and citizen science;

➜ To become an international
hub for reflection on the methodo-
logical and epistemological chal-
lenges of history in the digital age;

➜ To promote multimodal and 
digital literacy in academic 
research and teaching at the 
University of Luxembourg.

Based on the C²DH governance 
philosophy (“shared authority – 
shared responsibility”), the aim 
of the centre is to create an 
academic working environment in 
which people feel empowered to 
take the risk of engaging in truly 

interdisciplinary, cutting-edge 
research in contemporary and 
digital history and in the field of 
digital humanities more broadly. 
 
This experimental setting of the 
C2DH is thus reflected in both its 
academic and its social dimen-
sions. By applying our “thinkering” 
concept to research, teaching and 
outreach activities alike, we aim 
to promote a hands-on approach 
to new digital sources, tools and 
infrastructures for the practice 
of history, while at the same time 
critically assessing the impact 
of digitalisation on historical 
research. 

This has been the guiding force 
for the C2DH’s development into 
an internationally renowned hub 
for training the next generation of 
digitally literate historians.

The “Maison des 
Sciences Humaines” 
Belval Campus, 
home of the C2DH.
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Contemporary history of Luxembourg

In the 19th and 20th centuries,
historians researching Luxembourg’s past
(much like those in many other countries)

often served a political cause, namely the invention 
and promotion of the “Luxembourg nation”, 

the “Luxembourg national sentiment”. 

This approach, rooted in cultural, 
religious and ethnic definitions of the 
nation-state, postulated images of 
an immutable and homogeneous col-
lective rather than heterogeneous 
societies undergoing continuous and 
dynamic change. The Contemporary 
History of Luxembourg research 
unit analyses the development of 
the Luxembourg nation-state as a 
complex process of integration and 
fragmentation driven by national, 
transregional and transnational 
phenomena. The emergence of 
the Luxembourg nation-state in the 
19th and 20th centuries occurred in 
tandem with the process of inter-
nationalisation and globalisation. 
Migrations, international liberal 
or protectionist policies, wars, 
economic crises and booms, trans-
national cultural policies and the 

growth of the welfare state, as well 
as processes of de/renationalisa-
tion and de/reethnicisation, were 
fundamental vehicles for the 
de/reformation of the nation-state.

Resarch activities 
and outputs
Academic research is carried out 
within inter-regional and transna-
tional academic networks and in 
cooperation with various institutions 
in the country such as archives, 
libraries, documentation centres, 
museums and schools. Outputs in 
various forms are produced, includ-
ing publications and physical and 
digital exhibitions. Researchers 
share the aim of generating an 
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research area

The centre’s 
research profile 
reflects the mission 
entrusted to the 
University of 
Luxembourg to 
produce new 
knowledge about 
the political, 
economic, 
cultural and 
social history of 
Luxembourg.

impact on the production of know-
ledge about Luxembourg’s trans-
national past. They often adopt a 
public history approach and involve 
local citizens in the co-production of 
historical knowledge.

Three main topics 
are of 
special interest 
to the team:
➜ World Wars and legacies: The 
history and memory of the two World 
Wars represents a key research 
topic in Luxembourg and continues 
to play a central role in debates on 
memory. We critically intervene in 
public debates about Luxembourg’s 
past by deconstructing popular 
myths and placing national memory 
discourses within transnational con-
texts and international traditions.

➜ Migrations and border studies: 
We examine concepts and practices 
associated with the notions of bor-
dering, debordering and reborder-
ing over time, as well as the related 
consequences for transient space. 
The changing movement and mobil-
ity of people throughout time and 
what this entails for policy-makers, 
borderland inhabitants and migrants 
is key to a critical understanding of 
Luxembourg’s past.

➜ Social history: Until the 1960s, 
Luxembourg society was still rural 
and agricultural in many regions and 
in people’s minds. The dramatic shift 

into a highly differentiated post-in-
dustrial and cosmopolitan society 
characterised by a high degree of 
cultural and linguistic diversity is a 
thriving research field that offers 
interesting comparative perspec-
tives for Luxembourg historiography. 

CURRENT PROJECTS:

➜ ARCHESA – Exhibition on the 
architecture and urban development 
of the town of Esch-sur-Alzette 

➜ CFL75 – The 75th anniversary of 
the Luxembourg railways 

➜ COLUX – The colonial history of 
Luxembourg 

➜ DHJewish2 – Building a Jewish 
Studies and Digital Humanities online 
portal 

➜ FLUXUSS – Flows, mobility and 
networks of the foreign workforce in 
the Minett cross-border steel region 
during the interwar period

➜ HISTJUST – The history of justice 
in Luxembourg 

➜ HISTSPO – History of the spo-
liation of Jewish property in the 
Grand Duchy of Luxembourg 
(1930s-1950s) 

➜ ITM – 150 years of the Inspection 
du travail et des mines (Luxembourg 
Inspectorate of Labour and Mines)
 
➜ [L]ACO – A Colônia Luxembur-
guesa 

➜ LEGIONNAIRES – Development 
of a website on Luxembourgers in 
the French Foreign Legion

➜ LUBRAMIG – Intertwined 
destinies, strengthened ties: 
Migration paths from Luxembourg 
to Brazil (1920-1965) 
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Contemporary history of Luxembourg

The centre’s 
research projects 
systematically 
incorporate digital 
methods and tools. 
In this respect, 
several research 
activities are 
relevant for the 
researcher’s work, 
including data 
collection, 
storage, 
interpretation, 
analysis and 
visualisation.

➜ LUXPTT – The 175th anniversary 
of the Luxembourg post and tele-
communications service 

➜ MEMSHOAH – An online memorial 
to the Holocaust in Luxembourg
 
➜ MINETTLAND – Texts by historians 
and writers on the mining region in 
Lorraine and Luxembourg, inspired 
by the songs of Bruce Springsteen
 
➜ POLUX – Fleeting and lasting 
presence: Polish sociabilities in 
Luxembourg and the Greater Region 
in the long 20th century 

➜ SOCIOBOARD – Social politics
in European borderlands. 
A comparative and transnational 
study, 1870s-1990s 

➜ TRAUSCH – Gilbert Trausch 
research project

➜ WARLUX – Soldiers and their 
communities in WWII: The impact and 
legacy of war experiences
in Luxembourg. 

➜ WWIILUX – Virtual exhibition: 
Luxembourg during the Second 
World War 

➜ ZWANG – Soviet “Ostarbeiters” 
and POWs in Luxembourg during 
WWII

Book scanner used to digitise entire books, 
providing high quality digital copies 
while preserving the originals.
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Each Forum Z has a unique concept, 
the objective being to attract 
participants with a special interest 
in the topic under exploration.

Forum Z – Lost Memories of WW1
in November 2018 explored the 
mechanisms that govern the continuous 
selective cognitive process by which 
we develop narratives about the past 
that make sense of our values and 
beliefs. After a history slam with brief 
presentations covering a range of sub-
jects linked to lost memories from WW1, 
the audience joined the authors (in this 
photo: Ludwig Vogl-Bienek from the 
University of Trier) at discussion tables 
to delve more deeply into the topics.

Forum Z (Z for Zeitgeschichte) takes 
history beyond the university walls and
into the public sphere. At the Forum Z 
conferences, historians meet the public
to share the results of their research, 
discuss historical and societal topics, and 
engage citizens in the research process. 
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participatory history

Public history promotes a two-way dialogue 
between historians and the society in which they live.

Public historians seek to share their academic knowledge
as widely as possible through outreach activities.

Conferences, digital platforms, games, social media
and traditional media outlets are all ways of reaching out

to a wide audience and taking history beyond the confines
of academia. Public historians also collect documents, 
objects and memories from citizens so that they can be

incorporated into the writing and interpretation of history. 

Forum Z (Z for Zeitgeschichte, or 
contemporary history) is a regular 
series of conferences intended for a 
lay audience that serves as plat-
form for a critical and open debate 
on topical questions in the field of 
contemporary and digital history. 
Forum Z was launched in 2017 and 
soon became one of the C²DH’s 
trademarks. 

Forum Z: 
making history 
accessible 
to everyone 
  
Forum Z aims to take the discus-
sion about topical historical ques-

tions beyond academic walls. The 
primary goal is to share research 
results with the public and to 
encourage public engagement with 
the considerations and reflections of 
professional historians. To this end, 
we experiment with different forms 
and formats, including discussions 
with experts in small groups, inter-
active demonstrations and historical 
re-enactments. 

During Forum Z events, we gather 
information, ask for opinions and 
test out arguments, sharing our 
knowledge with participants. The 
audiences at Forum Z events are 
diverse, ranging from citizens and 
interested individuals to history buffs 
and representatives of learned soci-
eties, memorial organisations and 
local authorities.
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The C²DH regularly appeals to 
citizens with the aim of collecting 
historical documents, artefacts 
or testimonies. Following a public 
call launched during the WARLUX 
research project, we were able 
to collect hundreds of letters and 
photographs, especially related to 
Luxembourgers who were forcibly 
recruited by the Nazi German army. 
Many research projects seek public 
contributions, such as A Colônia 
Luxemburguesa, a transmedia 
project about the steel-related 
migration history between Luxem-
bourg and Brazil.  

Public 
engagement 
  
One of the challenges of contem-
porary history is how to incorpo-
rate an oral history dimension. The 
memories of people who were 
involved in or witnessed historical 
events can enrich our understanding 
of the past. The practice of oral 
history, which emerged as a “bot-
tom-up” movement in the 1970s, has 
been transformed with the advent 
of digital technologies. Millions of 
eyewitness accounts are shared on 
social media, yet they often lack 
contextual information or basic his-
torical metadata. An example of an 
innovative approach to digital oral 
history at the C2DH is Memorecord, 
a PhD project based on the online 
harvesting of migrant memories in 
Luxembourg.
  
The historic dimension of the COVID-
19 pandemic was immediately 

obvious. With the online platform 
covidmemory.lu we offered people 
living or working in Luxembourg the 
opportunity to share their experi-
ences and memories of the crisis. 
Hundreds of contributions in the 
form of texts, photos, cartoons and 
videos provide a unique testimony 
for future generations, creating a 
digital archive of real relevance for 
future research. The centre also col-
lected dozens of oral accounts from 
care staff working in hospitals and 
retirement homes during the pan-
demic as part of the “Yes We Care” 
project. These memories engage 
citizens in the process of writing and 
interpreting history and enrich the 
narrative perspectives of contem-
porary history. 
  

Community-driven 
projects & 
citizen science 
  
The “Public History as the New 
Citizen Science of the Past” project 
(PHACS) includes several initiatives 
that explore participatory history. 
The project offers opportunities to 
foster links between the University 
of Luxembourg, cultural institutions, 
local groups and associations, and 
individuals. HistorEsch actively 
engages the inhabitants of Esch in 
the development of an exhibition of 
personal objects. 

Other initiatives within PHACS are 
the production of a multilingual 
audio tour based on oral histories 
of Esch residents, an interactive 

  “Sharing authority    
             is a hallmark 
    of our approach.    
 Public participation   
            can enhance 
  our understanding 
                      
        Thomas Cauvin

 of the past.”
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platform designed to engage a wide 
audience with the town’s history 
on Facebook called Fl’Esch Back, 
and a historical mural (ArtistESCH) 
inspired by the (hi)stories of the 
Lallange district in close collabora-
tion with the Kulturfabrik.  
  

A new approach 
to industrial 
history 
  
The history of Luxembourg is marked 
by the iron and steel industry. The 
Remixing Industrial Pasts project 
explores the history of cultures, 
populations and territories in the 
Minett region from different per-
spectives and angles. It looks at 
the circulation and flow of ideas, 
people and goods between Luxem-
bourg, France and other European 
countries. 

The initial results of the project 
were presented in the multimedia 
exhibition “Remixing Industrial Pasts: 
the Construction of the Identity of 
the Minett” in the Massenoire
(27 February–15 May 2022), a 
former industrial hall on university's 
Belval campus. This exhibition was 
produced in collaboration with the 
artist collective Tokonoma, the 
architectural firm 2F Architettura 
and the European Capital of Culture 
Esch2022. 

The exhibition was accompanied by 
the Minett Stories Rallye, a mobile 
game developed in collaboration 
with the University’s VR/AR Lab 

which invites users to discover nine 
secret locations in and around the 
Belval Campus and to learn more 
about its industrial past. Finally, the 
large-scale online exhibition Minett 
Stories was launched in May 2022. 

“Public history 
has helped
build bridges 
between historical 
scholarship and
residents of the 
Minett region. 
Perhaps the hybrid 
History Lab
that we ran during 
the COVID-19 crisis 
can give us an 
idea of the needs 
and contours of 
a post-pandemic 
public history, 
situated somewhere 
between proximity 
and distance.”
Stefan Krebs & 
Werner Tschacher
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Looking to the future. The former Belval 
industrial area is located in the Terres Rouges 
(“Minett”) region in southern Luxembourg – 
a region that was dominated by the steel 
industry from the 19th to the 20th century. 
Today this former industrial site is home
to the University of Luxembourg, of which 
the C2DH is a part. Internationally renowned 
architects have designed a unique place
that combines contemporary architecture 
with industrial heritage.   
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Remixing industrial pasts: 
what could be more inspiring for 
historians than this remarkable 
workplace? A number of the
C2DH’s projects focus on the
history of the steel industry, 
migration flows generated by 
labour requirements and urban 
development in the country’s 
industrial south.  
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From February to May 2022, 
historical films, photographs and 
documents, sounds and voices 
engaged all the senses, turning 
the industrial history of the Minett 
into an immersive experience. 
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The exhibition Remixing Industrial Pasts: 
Constructing the Identity of the Minett 
invited visitors to board a virtual time 
machine for a journey through the 
region’s industrial past, with an audiovisual 
narrative based on three main themes: 
industry, people and landscapes.
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REMIX – 
Remixing
Industrial Pasts
in the Digital Age 
REMIX, which is part of Esch2022 
European Capital of Culture, 
studies the industrial past of the 
Minett region by using digital 
public history methods.
It seeks to trace the flow and 
circulation of ideas, people and 
goods between Luxembourg, 
France and other European 
countries. The project is led by
Stefan Krebs. 

Historical Voices 
from the Minett – 
an interactive 
video installa-
tion about the 
industrial past 
of the Minett. 
Developed in 
conjunction with 
the Milan-based 
artist collective 
Tokonoma and 
2F Architettura, 
this installation 
shone a new light 
on the past by 
means of unique 
artistic creations. 

 

2021 FNR Award for Historical Voices from 
the Minett. In 2021, the REMIX team was
the winner of the award in the category 
“Outstanding Promotion of Science to the Public” 
for an interactive video installation 
displayed at the Temporary History Lab.  
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Temporary History Lab.
Housed in Annexe22 in Esch in autumn 
2020, the lab was the first milestone 

in REMIX. It served both as a platform 
to showcase the project and as 
an opportunity for the public to 

contribute to the research work by 
bringing along personal documents.

A series of participatory activities 
were organised, including taking

self-portraits with an analogue 
camera, recording a sound postcard 

with a vintage Cartavox machine,
and taking part in a guided
historical tour of the town.  

Minett Stories Rallye. To accompany 
the exhibition, the C²DH launched a
digital treasure hunt. Developed in

collaboration with the VR/AR Lab
of the University of Luxembourg,

the mobile game takes players on a 
journey through landmarks and relics

of the former ironworks in Belval.  

  

Minett Stories. The virtual exhibition, 
launched in May 2022, uses various 
forms of storytelling to reach out to 
the general public. A radio play takes 
listeners back to the riots in Esch at the 
end of World War One, a graphic novel 
describes the life of a communist miner, 
and a comic explores industrial pollution. 
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HistorEsch
is an umbrella term

for several public history 
projects that aim to actively 

involve the residents of 
Esch-sur-Alzette in the

practice of history. 

 

HistorEsch cabin
at the Nuit de la Culture 

(March 2022).

The coordinators
of HistorEsch,
Thomas Cauvin and
Joëlla Van Donkersgoed 

The first stop 
of the

oral history 
audio series 

was launched 
in April 2022 at 
Blast Furnace C

in Belval.
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PHACS – 
Public History as 
the New Citizen
Science of the Past

 

PHACS develops public 
participation in history and 
facilitates interactions between 
academics, cultural institutions 
(such as the House of European 
History and the Lëtzebuerg City 
Museum), groups, associations 
(like the Nuit de la Culture and the 
Kulturfabrik in Esch-sur-Alzette) 
and the general public to 
democratise access to and 
engagement with history. 
Led by Thomas Cauvin, 
the project is funded by 
a five-year ATTRACT research 
grant from the Luxembourg 
National Research Fund (FNR). 

FL’ESCH Back
is a Facebook 

discussion group that 
explores the history of 

Esch-sur-Alzette and 
its residents, spaces 

and cultural heritage. 
Anyone can 

participate in this 
collaborative history 

project by sharing 
knowledge, photos 
and other personal 

documents or asking 
questions about the 

town’s past. 
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Public history of 
Luxembourg’s 
industrial past 
Crowdsourcing is a public history 
method that appeals to citizens 
for documents, objects or 
testimonials about specific 
topics. Calls for participation can 
be launched via digital platforms, 
on social media, at events or in 
the press.

For the HistorEsch and REMIX 
projects, the residents of Esch 
and the surrounding region are 
asked to bring personal documents, 
objects and photos or to record 
an oral history interview. This 
crowdsourcing offers the C2DH’s 
historians a different perspective, 
a view from below of the industrial 
history of the Terres Rouges region. 

The Seelebunn
(ropeway)

that transported
iron ore

from the mines
to the ironworks

(photo by
Marcel Schroeder).

Photo collected
in connection

with REMIX

Denis Scuto 
and Michel Platini, 
Juventus v. Jeunesse Esch 
(1985). 
Photo collected
in connection with 
HistorEsch
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Young children
playing in the
new Lallange

residential estates
in the 1950s. 

Photo collected
in connection with

HistorEsch 

Café Jos Meunier in Pétange. 
Photo collected in connection with REMIX  

A child’s toy produced by a Russian “Ostarbeiter” 
living in a camp in Lallange. The item was
a thank you gift for local residents, who would 
often give the workers bread and butter.
Item collected in connection with HistorEsch
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WARLUX – 
Soldiers and their 
Communities in the 
Second World War: 
The Impact and 
Legacy of 
War Experiences
in Luxembourg

 

As part of this participatory 
research project, the C²DH is 
researching the personal side of the 
history of young Luxembourgers 
born between 1920 and 1927 who 
were conscripted into German ser-
vice during the Second World War 
under the Nazi occupation of Lux-
embourg. To uncover the individual 
experiences of these men, women 
and families, the centre appealed 
to the public to come forward and 
share their family stories, letters, 
diaries, photos and other personal 
documents. Over 200 responses 
and more than 25 diaries and
3000 letters were collected.
The project, led by Denis Scuto and 
coordinated by Nina Janz, is funded 
through an FNR CORE grant.

The result of the 
crowdsourcing 

– a suitcase full 
of letters.

WARLUX
Collection,

Contribution Hirt 
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Soldiers writing letters. 
Horst Hinrichsen, 
Die deutsche Feldpost. 
Organisation und Ausrüstung
1939-1945, 
Wölfersheim-Berstadt 1998, 
p.35 

WARLUX
Workshop: 
“Zwangs-
soldaten, 
Malgré-Nous, 
Zwansgs-
rekrutéiert? – 
Terms, Numbers 
and Statistics”, 
October 2021.

“Osten” (East), 
May 1943 to 
Mathilde Schmit, 
Ulfingen (Troisvierges).
Collection Yves Rasqui, 
Pierre Britz (1922-1943) 
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Notes from Douglas Lambert 
on the design of a prototype for the 
Timecode Indexing Module (TIM), 
a tool for indexing and annotating 
interview recordings.

Interview with Luciano Pagliarini
conducted by Maxime Derian,

Denis Scuto and Daniel Richter in 2019.

Dominique Santana interviewing
Madame Toussaint

in João Monlevade (Brazil) 
for the transmedia documentary

A Colônia Luxemburguesa.
© Samsa Film
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Listening 
to stories – 
Oral history 
as participatory 
experience
 
Among the participatory methods 
implemented by the C2DH, oral 
history is used within and across its 
research and outreach projects. 
Oral history is an interdisciplinary 
field and practice developed around 
the principle that recorded personal 
testimonies provide interesting, 
meaningful and significant historical 
sources. As a form of public history, 
oral history provides an avenue for 
the documentation of life experi-
ences and memories of past events, 
opening up perspectives that would 
otherwise be inaccessible. 
 
“24.02.22, 5am: Testimonies from 
the War”. The C²DH is part of an 
international consortium conducting 
interviews with individuals displaced 
by the Russian invasion of Ukraine 
and those who are working to sup-
port them in Ukraine and in other, 
especially neighbouring, countries. 

Souvenirs d’ambassadeurs: The 
objective of this project, conducted 
in cooperation with the Luxembourg 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, is to 
collect the memories of former 
ambassadors as a way of shedding 
light on the history of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and the evolution 
of Luxembourg’s foreign policy 
since the Second World War. 

The role of women in European
and international relations in
Luxembourg after the Second World 
War. The presence and influence 
of women in international relations 
and diplomacy is a subject that has 
received little attention in con-
temporary historiography. In this 
context and given the absence of 
systematic archive sources, oral 
history represents a novel and 
original source.  

“Traces and memories of an
ongoing pandemic – Yes We Care”:  
The aim of this project was to 
collect testimonies from nursing 
staff working in Luxembourg during 
the COVID-19 pandemic by means 
of short interviews conducted on 
a regular basis with the same 
interviewees. The goal was to build 
an audiovisual journal of healthcare 
professionals working in Luxem-
bourg. 
 
Several other projects also use oral 
history, including REMIX, A Colônia 
Luxemburguesa, 175 Years of 
POST Luxembourg, and the digital 
exhibition marking the centenary 
of East Belgium.

Video recording
with the REMIX team
for the FNR awards.

Editing the recording
of an interview given

by Jean-Claude Juncker 
as President of the 

European Commission. 
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While searching for her own identity, 
Luxembourg-Brazilian filmmaker and 
historian Dominique Santana made a 
fateful discovery as she came across 
João Monlevade, an incredible and oddly 
familiar tropical version of the industrial 
south of Luxembourg she grew up in. 
A Colônia Luxemburguesa is being 
developed in the framework of 
Dominique's doctoral research. 
It is a cutting-edge public history 
experiment involving the creative use 
of digital technology, transdisciplinary 
co-design techniques and public 
engagement. A collaboration between 
the University of Luxembourg, 
Samsa Film and the Centre national 
de l’audiovisuel (CNA).

Innovating & SHARING history
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The transdisciplinary project A Colônia Luxemburguesa
shows how the Luxembourg-based steel giant ARBED – 
today ArcelorMittal – inaugurated its Brazilian subsidiary 
in the heart of the State of Minas Gerais 100 years ago.
At that time, the lack of qualified workforce led to the massive 
movement of hundreds of Luxembourgish migrants to Brazil.
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A Colônia 
Luxemburguesa 
 
The transmedia project combines
the project website colonia.lu, 
an interactive documentary and an 
online crowdsourcing platform with 
two physical and fully participatory 
platforms known as [L]AÇO kiosks, 
located in Luxembourg and Brazil.
 
It is this mutual exchange – a trading 
zone between various communities 
and platforms – that progressively 
draws the multifaceted portrait of 
this Colônia Luxemburguesa.

[L]AÇO is a play on words 
(laço = tie; aço = steel) 
which literally means ties of steel. 
This purely participatory section 
of the transmedia project unearths 
transatlantic steel ties woven 
together over a century in 
collaboration with the communities 
themselves.

Still of the project website colonia.lu

The [L]AÇO 
kiosk 
in Belval, 
Luxembourg. 
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Dominique Santana and her film crew 
shooting in João Monlevade. 
Left: Shooting the steel industry; 
Right: Recording an oral history interview. 
© Samsa Film

Crowdsourced photos 
of the Jacoby family 
living in João Monlevade 
in the late 1940s. 
© Eric Romang
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With its online platform 
covidmemory.lu, the centre gave 
all those living or working in 
Luxembourg the opportunity to share 
their experiences of the pandemic. 
Participants could upload photos, 
videos or texts. In response to this 
invitation from the C²DH, Georg 
Riesenhuber, an Austrian-born 
architect living in Luxembourg, 
published nearly 120 drawings 
on the platform. In light of his 
contribution, a book entitled 
“Quarantine – drawings on the virus 
that never went viral” was published. 
The project is led by Stefan Krebs. 

The Yes We Care project involved 
collecting eyewitness accounts from 
individuals working in medical and 
healthcare professions. Regular 
interviews were carried out with 
the same people as a means of 
observing how the impact of the 
pandemic and the way in which it 
was perceived changed over time. 
The project is led by Benoît Majerus. 
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In mid-March 2020, when the Prime Minister of Luxembourg, 
Xavier Bettel, declared a state of emergency and announced 
that the country would be entering a strict lockdown, no one 
could have imagined that the world as we knew it would no 
longer exist. It was in this unprecedented context that the 
C2DH decided to launch two Covid-related participatory 
projects – covidmemory.lu and Yes We Care – with the aim of 
documenting how the pandemic was changing our lives.
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Digital Storytelling:

Writing 
history 
in the 
digital 

age 
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With the advent of the digital era, media resources – 
texts, images, audio and video – have migrated

to new platforms such as the internet and social media. 
Participatory Web 2.0 technologies have radically changed 

the way in which narrative historical content is being created, 
shared, experienced and interpreted.

Historical stories now unfold across 
multiple media platforms, and 
transmedia storytelling challenges 
historians to experiment with multi-
linear and multi-vocal narratives of 
the past. Historical storytelling has 
entered the era of data-driven web 
stories, interactive games and online 
exhibitions. 

From real 
to virtual: 
A new visitor 
experience
The centre has set itself the chal-
lenge of exploring new narrative 
approaches in the field of history. 
The digital format of online exhibi-
tions involves combining sources or 
archival document such as photos, 
historical film footage and audio 
recordings into a multimedia nar-
rative and enriching it with inter-
active elements. At the C2DH, we 

have been experimenting with this 
new form of digital storytelling in a 
number of projects aimed at wider 
audiences.

One such example is the online 
exhibition on the First World War in 
Luxembourg. The exhibition gives 
visitors multiple options to explore 
this complex past – they can select 
a specific theme, browse through 
an interactive timeline, study the 
rich collection of digitised sources 
or explore an interactive map. The 
idea is to enable visitors to access 
the content from various entry 
points and continue their journey 
by choosing a route based on their 
interests or knowledge. 

In addition to the virtual exhibition, 
an interactive mobile game has 
been developed to engage players 
in a historical treasure hunt through 
Luxembourg City, where they can 
discover sites linked to the lives 
or memory of Luxembourgers who 
joined the French Foreign Legion – 
a great example of how visiting a 
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Artificial 
intelligence is
now playing a 
growing role in the 
narrative process. 
In future it will be 
a crucial tool for 
innovative digital 
storytelling
and will lead to
new definitions, 
questions and 
challenges.

virtual exhibition can be combined 
with a physical experience of the 
past. 

The C²DH has produced several 
online exhibitions on contemporary 
history – “175 Joër POST: the 
history of the Luxembourg Post 
Office”, “BGL, the history of a 
century”, “100 years of East 
Belgium” and “Popkult60” – and 
others are currently in progress. 

Digital 
storytelling 
as a tool for 
remembrance
Several projects related to the 
Second World War in Luxembourg seek 
to shed light on this contested past 
and to pay tribute to the victims. In 
this context, the centre is carefully 
piecing together the life stories of 
Holocaust victims: instead of reduc-
ing them to the status of victims and 
names on commemorative monu-
ments, the aim is to put faces to the 
names, to give them back an identity 
and a biography, and to show them 
as active individuals in the communi-
ties in which they lived. This initiative 
will lead to the creation of a Digital 
Memorial for the Holocaust. 

The IWalk project, developed as 
part of a PhD, identified a hundred 
sites in Luxembourg and linked them 
with life stories. With their smart-
phones, users can watch clips of 
Holocaust survivors and eyewit-

nesses telling personal stories about 
the sites and what they meant for 
them in their past lives. 

An online exhibition about the 
Second World War that will offer 
a multimedia, multi-perspective 
presentation of the occupation and 
its consequences for Luxembourg 
society is currently under develop-
ment. 

Research 
in the 
transmedia age
Academic publications are also 
beginning to embrace the poten-
tial of transmedia storytelling and 
data-driven historiography. With 
the Journal of Digital History, the 
C²DH has joined forces with the 
international academic publisher De 
Gruyter to produce the first open 
science journal in the field of digital 
history. The multi-layered design 
of the journal, combining narrative, 
hermeneutic and data layers, ena-
bles the scalable reading of digital 
history scholarship in a completely 
new fashion. Based on a digital 
hermeneutics approach, the journal 
promotes transparency and trace-
ability in digital scholarship and 
hopes to contribute to a new culture 
that recognises digital scholarship 
as an interdisciplinary and collabo-
rative effort.

Production of a 
series of podcasts 
devoted to the life

and political
achievements

of Pierre Werner, 
broadcast on 
radio 100,7.
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By the sea in Bredene-sur-Mer in Belgium – 
nature and technology, c. 1928.
This glass plate negative is part of a collection of
negatives from an industrial archive discovered
in 2007 at the Lycée Technique Privé Emile Metz
in Dommeldange which gave rise to the project
“Forging a Modern Society. Photography and 
Corporate Communication in the Industrial
Age (ARBED 1911-1937)”, led by Karin Priem
in partnership with Marguy Conzémius from the
National Audiovisual Centre (CNA). 
HISACS000048VOI

A hands-on 
workshop on the 
use of interactive 
digital storytelling 
for academic 
historians.
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The website ww1.lu is designed to 
engage a broad base of users with 
varying interests and degrees of 
expertise. It offers four independent 
but interconnected modes of 
navigation: a thematic, story-driven 
mode; a digital archive; an inter-
active geo-referenced map and a 
timeline. Additional sections contain 
educational pages for schools and 
downloadable academic articles. 

The virtual exhibition Éischte Weltkrich: 
Remembering the Great War in Luxembourg
retraces key aspects of the history and memory 
of the First World War in Luxembourg. 
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German soldiers outposted to Mamer in 1914. 
Archives nationales de Luxembourg, Fonds 
première guerre mondiale

American soldiers suffering from influenza 
in a Hollerich hospital. December 1918. 
Excerpt from a photo by Lieutenant William Fox. 
Serge Kugener Collection 42454

A crowd of 
Luxembourgers 

queue to buy sugar 
and eggs in 1916. 

Bibliothèque 
nationale

Children accompanied 
by their parents and 
soldiers are pictured 
standing amongst
the rubble of a house 
in Luxembourg. 
March 1918. Photo 
by Théodore Wirol. 
Musée National 
d’Histoire Militaire 
Diekirch

Civilians taking shelter in a room 
in Bonnevoie during an air raid in 1917. 
Archives nationales de Luxembourg, 
Fonds première guerre mondiale
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Éischte Weltkrich: 
Remembering
the Great War
in Luxembourg

 

This project is developed with the 
aim of addressing an important but 
neglected and understudied period 
in the country’s history.

Supported by the Ministry of State 
and drawing on the collections
and expertise of some of the major 
Luxembourg museums, archives and 
cultural institutions, the project has 
progressively deepened and widened 
its scope, aspiring to become a 
long-term digital resource.

The overall structure of the exhi-
bition remains flexible and open so 
that it can be constantly enriched 
with new material, whether provided 
by institutions or crowdsourced.

Photograph taken by 
a US pilot showing a 
view of Luxembourg 
City. March 1919. 
Serge Kugener 
Collection

Poster with a 
declaration by 
Émile Mayrisch, the 
Managing Director 
of the steel company 
ARBED, calling on 
all members of his 
company to respect 
the principle of 
neutrality. 1914. 
ANLux, AE-00405 
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“Légionnaires Rallye” is 
an interactive smartphone 
application developed
in collaboration with the 
VR/AR Lab at the
University that offers users 
a fun way of finding out 
about the history of 
Luxembourg’s legionnaires
via a treasure hunt 
around Luxembourg City. 

The multi-author volume Légionnaires: 
parcours de guerre et de migrations 
entre le Luxembourg et la France, 
edited by the C2DH/University of 
Luxembourg in collaboration with 
the M3E, contains contributions from 
young researchers and academics on 
a variety of themes with the aim of 
offering a detailed exploration of the 
complex trajectories of Luxembourg-
ers who enlisted in the Foreign Legion 
both during and also before or after 
the First World War. 

The Légionnaires exhibi-
tion, developed by the 
C2DH and on display at 

the Musée Dräi Eechelen 
(M3E) from 30 June 2021 

to 27 February 2022, 
was designed to give the 

public an immersive, 
interactive entry point 
to the complex stories 
of Luxembourgers who 
enrolled in the French 

Foreign Legion. 
Tokonoma and 2F 

Architettura collection 
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Légionnaires – 
Paths of war 
and migration 
between 
Luxembourg 
and France
Who were the Luxembourgers who 
signed up to the French Foreign 
Legion? What were they doing 
in France? Why did they decide 
to enlist? How have they been 
depicted over time, and how are 
they remembered? Drawing on the 
latest research on the topic and 
covering the period from the 19th 
century to the interwar years, 
with a particular focus on the First 
World War, the Légionnaires project 
provides a comparative analysis of 
the history of the French Foreign 
Legion and the Luxembourgers who 
emigrated to France. The result-
ing story has been presented on 
a variety of different platforms, 
with outputs including an exhibition, 
a book, a digital treasure hunt, a 
social media campaign and a forth-
coming online archive. The project 
is led by Denis Scuto and carried 
out by Sandra Camarda and Arnaud 
Sauer.

The lengthy periods 
spent by soldiers 
in the harshest of 

conditions at the front 
were interspersed 

with rare, brief rest 
spells at the rear. 
Relieved from the 

Prunay sector 
in the Marne, 

François Faber is seen 
here on Sunday 

18 April 1915 – just 
one month before 

he lost his life on the 
battlefield – in the 

village of Verzenay, 
in the Champagne 

region, wearing
the military uniform of 

the early war years.
Jacques Pallut

collection

The three brothers and 
Luxembourg members of the 
French Foreign Legion Jean, 
Léon and Mathias Lecharlier 
(two of whom would die in 
battle), photographed with 
a comrade on the Verdun 
battlefield after the offen-
sive on 20 August 1917. 
Collection of the Amis de 
l’Histoire et du Musée
de la Ville d’Esch (AHME)



52

Innovating & SHARING history

The long shadow 
of the
Second World War 
More than 75 years after it ended, 
the Second World War remains a con-
troversial and even emotional topic in 
Luxembourg. 

The virtual exhibition World War2
– Digital exhibition on the Second
World War will propose a multimedia 
and multi-perspective presentation of 
the Occupation period and its conse-
quences for Luxembourg. 

The Fondation luxembourgeoise 
pour la Mémoire de la Shoah and the 
C²DH have set themselves the task of 
building a digital Holocaust Memorial 
as part of a research project that will 
last from 2022 to 2026. The Digital 
Holocaust Memorial in Luxembourg
is being developed in memory of 
people living in Luxembourg who 
were persecuted and were victims 
of Nazi antisemitic legislation during 
World War II.

Developed by USC Shoah Foundation 
– The Institute for Visual History and 
Education, the IWalk is an interactive 
educational programme that connects 
physical locations with memories of 
historical events that took place at 
those locations. The interactive IWalk 
application provides students in 
particular with an opportunity to 
engage actively with the project.

Soviet “Ostarbeiters” and POWs in 
Luxembourg during WWII fills a gap 
in the recent history of Luxembourg 

by reconstructing the lives of almost 
4000 Soviet men and women who 
were forcibly brought to Luxem-
bourg as victims of the Nazi regime, 
mainly to work in the country’s steel 
industry from 1942 to 1944. The 
project is led by Inna Ganschow. 

 

Schumann’s Eck is a remarkable 
interactive documentary, produced 
by students on the Bachelor course 
in Contemporary History of Luxem-
bourg in collaboration with the 
National Museum of Military History 
in Diekirch. It evokes the dramatic 
life of men and women caught 
between the front lines.

A virtual exhibition on the 
Second World War will 
propose a multimedia 
and multi-perspective 
presentation of the 
Occupation period
and its consequences
for Luxembourg.

Soviet “Ostarbeiters”
in Luxembourg during
the Second World War.
© Gilbert Schmit

The Fondation 
luxembourgeoise 
pour la Mémoire 

de la Shoah 
and the C²DH 

have set 
themselves 
the task of 

building a Digital 
Holocaust Memorial.
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IWalk – Mapping Jewish Life 
with your Mobile:

In more than a hundred
testimonies, survivors tell

their stories from the pre-war 
and post-war years. Their
narrations are a valuable 

record of the experiences, 
emotions and feelings of the 

Luxembourgish Jewish
population within the country’s 

collective post-war memory. 

International conference 
'The way out: 

Microhistories of flight 
from Nazi Germany' 

organised in January 2018 
by the C²DH.

Forum Z events
are regularly 
organised 
on the theme of the 
Second World War 
and its 
consequences. 
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Migrations in the 
20th century and 
their consequences 
for Luxembourg
Luxembourg was characterised by 
emigration in the 19th century and 
immigration from the early 20th 
century. Nearly half of the popula-
tion is currently made up of non-
nationals. The C2DH researches the 
contemporary history of migration, 
borders and borderlands. 
Researchers unravelling these 
themes can be found within and 
across projects run by various 
department stakeholders, including 
PhD candidates. 
 
Passport is a cross-sectional C²DH 
working group examining under-
standings and practices associated 
with the notions of migration, 
bordering, debordering and 
rebordering over time. Another 
central area of its research is the 
changing movement and mobility of 
people throughout time and what 
this entails for policy-makers, 
borderland inhabitants and 
migrants. The working group is 
coordinated by Machteld Venken.
 
Foreign workforce in the Minett: 
Several projects involve research on 
flows, mobility and networks related 
to the foreign workforce in the 
Minett cross-border mining region, 
including REMIX, PHACS, a PhD 
project conducted by Arnaud Sauer 
and a postdoctoral project headed 
by Estelle Bunout.
 

 

Memorecord used social media 
platforms to collect memories and 
personal accounts about immigra-
tion. This crowdsourcing initiative 
was part of the PhD research project 
entitled “Shaping a digital memory 
platform on migration narratives: A 
public history project on Italian and 
Portuguese migration memories in 
Luxembourg”, conducted by Anita 
Lucchesi. 

 

Russian migration in Luxembourg: 
A collection of objects tracing Russian 
migration in Luxembourg since the 
late 19th century are used in the cre-
ation of a virtual museum. The work 
is coordinated by Inna Ganschow in 
close cooperation with the Documen-
tation Centre for Human Migrations 
(CDMH) in Dudelange.

 

A Colônia Luxemburguesa is a trans-
media project that explores a century 
of shared industrial, cultural and 
social heritage between Luxembourg 
and Brazil. An interactive documen-
tary produced by Dominique Santana 
with SAMSA Film offers the public an 
interactive experience – a voyage of 
discovery combining myth and history 
that showcases multiple personal 
testimonies told from different angles 
and via different platforms.

Passport allowing 
Lena Tolly and her mother 

Marfa Koslova to leave
Russia for Luxembourg.

Document presented 
by the virtual museum 
dedicated to Russian

migration in Luxembourg.
© CDMH, Fonds privés, 

Fonds Lena Tolly
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Ukrainian refugees board buses headed 
for the German-Luxembourg border, 
where MMS-Humanitas e.V. organises for 
them to be housed with private families, 
March 2022. The C²DH is collecting
oral testimonies from Ukrainian refugees
as a means of documenting this
humanitarian crisis.

Iron miners in a mine
in Luxembourg posing 
in front of a heap of iron ore 
in 1908.
Private collection

Workers waiting for the train 
in Mont-Saint-Martin, France, 
during the 1920s.
Private collection

Anita Lucchesi 
presenting the 

Memorecord platform. 
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Discovering 
the history and 
architecture of 
Esch-sur-Alzette 

 

An excellent example of transmedia 
storytelling, drawing on two media 
forms at the same time, is a pro-
ject that explores the history and 
architecture of the town of Esch-
sur-Alzette via a book and a series 
of short films.  

With the Guide historique et 
architectural Esch-sur-Alzette – 
produced by the C2DH with the 
support of capybarabooks and 
the Esch-sur-Alzette town council –,
authors Georges Büchler, Jean 
Goedert, Antoinette Lorang, 
Antoinette Reuter and Denis Scuto 
look back at the development of 
the “iron metropolis” and its build-
ings in their historical context – not 
just in terms of the history of art, 
architecture and urban develop-
ment, but also with regard to the 
town’s social and industrial past. 
Houses and shops, administrative, 
political, industrial, religious and 
cultural buildings, cemeteries, 
parks and gardens are analysed 
with detailed texts and illustrated 
with photos by Christof Weber. 
The guide is accompanied by a 
series of 50 short films produced 
by Denis Scuto which present some 
of the key sites and monuments in 
Esch-sur-Alzette.  

Public swimming pool in Esch-sur-Alzette. 
Curvilinear Art Deco-style façade with the main entrance.  

The Massenoire hall in Esch-Belval.  

The Guide historique 
et architectural

Esch-sur-Alzette. 

Belval-
Université 

station, 
an organic 

architectural 
style that 

resembles 
a giant 

caterpillar. 
Atelier 

d’architecture 
et de design 

Jim Clemes
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The Brillplaaz.

Remarkable houses
in the Rue de l’Alzette.

Tower of the 
Château de Berwart.  

The former 
casino, 
now the 
Conservatoire 
de musique 
Esch-sur-Alzette.  

PH
O

TO
S:

 ©
 C

H
RI

ST
O

F 
W

EB
ER



58

Innovating & SHARING history

Glocal Histories
of Finance
The Luxembourg financial centre is 
currently Europe’s leading centre 
for investment funds, the top centre 
for private banking in the euro zone 
and an attractive reinsurance domi-
cile. But how did it get there?

The financialisation of the world 
economy during the 20th century is 
a relatively new topic in the disci-
pline of historical research. Adopt-
ing a historical perspective sheds 
valuable new light on the methods 
used by economists and sociolo-
gists, adding a temporal dimension 
and contributing new archives that 
provide useful context for events. 

The term “glocal”, a contraction of 
the words “global” and “local”, is 
particularly fitting when it comes to 
describing the history of finance. 
Financial stakeholders act at local 
level, but their strategies often 
have global implications. 

Launched by Benoît Majerus, these 
“Glocal histories of financialisation 
in the 20th century” are the focus 
of several projects that study the 
history of finance in Luxembourg 
from an independent scholarly 
perspective. 

BGL: L’HISTOIRE D’UN SIÈCLE:
The virtual exhibition “BGL: L’histoire
d’un siècle”, developed by the 
C²DH to mark the centenary of BGL 
BNP Paribas, covers the history 
of the bank from its beginnings in 
1919 to the present day, as well 
as its role and participation in 
the economy and development of 
Luxembourg. For this project, C2DH 
researchers were able to access the 
bank’s archives. This research was 
particularly important and relevant
for the historiography of the country, 
given the significant role of BGL 
BNP Paribas as a catalyst for both 
the Luxembourg economy and the 
development of Luxembourg as a 
financial centre. 

Building of the 
new BGL headquarters 
on Boulevard Royal
(February 1976). 
© BGL
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The end of the First World War was a period of 
new hope which saw the reorientation of the 
Luxembourg economy and the emergence of 
new funding requirements. It was in this 
context that the instrument of incorporation 
of the Banque Générale du Luxembourg was 
signed on 29 September 1919. The virtual 
exhibition “BGL – The history of a century” 
traces a hundred years of history of the bank.

The BGL 
Transfers Department 
in 1969. 
© BGL
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The main stages in the develop-
ment of Luxembourg’s legal 
system can be summarised as 
follows:

➜ the Dutch period (1815-1839), 
influenced by the legacy of the 
French Revolution,

➜ the period from the establish-
ment of constitutional bases and 
the separation of powers under 
the liberal constitution intro-
duced in 1848 to the consolida-
tion of the judiciary in 1885,

➜ the periods of occupation 
during the two World Wars
and the interwar period 
(1914-1945), 

➜ the post-war period, the 
transition to a liberal legal 
system and the supremacy 
of international/EU law over 
national law.

Investigation of 
bloodstains on the 
suspect’s clothes, 
1932. 
ANLux CT 1435 
Jovo M.; 
Georges C.– 
Accused of theft 
and murder, 
1932-1942

The documents from the 
Luxembourg judicial authorities 

in the collection held by the 
National Archives in Luxembourg 
tell stories of blood and thunder, 

murder and thieves,
but also stories of people, 

their personal circumstances
and everyday struggles.

ANLux CT1112
Drawing – Act of crime. 

Jean Z. – Accused of 
attempted murder, 1903
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The history 
of justice in 
Luxembourg 
from 1815 to the 
present day
This research project aims to 
explore the history of Luxembourg’s 
judicial system over the past 200 
years. The reciprocal influence 
between justice and politics, the 
role of women in justice and the 
various transnational aspects that 
have influenced the judicial authori-
ties in Luxembourg are just some of 
the topics that are explored in the 
project. 

The project is carried out in collab-
oration with the Ministry of Jus-
tice and the Luxembourg National 
Archives. By accessing sources 
from the country’s various legal 
institutions (the Ministry of Justice; 
the Supreme, Constitutional and 
Administrative Courts and the Court 
of Cassation; the magistracy and 
the Public Prosecutor), researchers 
are able to explore several areas 
of legal activity and to investigate 
the manifold effects of the legal 
system on Luxembourg society by 
means of a critical and scholarly 
approach.

In 2022, a virtual exhibition will be 
launched and in 2023 an exhibition 
will take place at the Neumünster 
Abbey Cultural Exchange Centre in 
Luxembourg City. The project is led 
by Denis Scuto. 

On 29 January 2018, 
the C²DH and 

the Luxembourg 
Ministry of Justice 

signed an agreement 
to launch the 

research project.

Unprocessed 
documents in the 
archives – the 
records are 
indexed and 
repacked into 
boxes with a view 
to their long-term 
preservation.

In connection with this project, 
the book Histoire de la justice 

au Luxembourg (1795 à nos 
jours) was published in 2021 

as part of the De Gruyter 
Oldenbourg series “Studien zur 
transnationalen Zeitgeschichte 

Luxemburg ”, and a virtual 
exhibition is currently 

under preparation. 
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175 Joer POST

 

This virtual exhibition, developed 
by Aurélia Lafontaine as part of 
her PhD, is the result of a research 
project launched by the C²DH and 
POST Luxembourg in connection 
with celebrations for the 175th 
anniversary of POST Luxembourg. 
It tells the story of the Entreprise 
des Postes et Télécommunications 
in Luxembourg from the point at 
which it was founded as an inde-
pendent postal administration on 
20 August 1842 until 2017. 

The exhibition, aimed at a wide 
spectrum of users with varying 
degrees of expertise, is structured 
around four independent but inter-
connected modes of navigation, 
namely chronological, geographi-
cal, collection-based and thematic 
approaches. It will continue to be 
developed and enhanced over the 
next few years.

This model produced 
by the Swiss telephone 

company Albis
was installed in 

Luxembourg between
1954 and 1970.

Archives
© POST Luxembourg

Mechanical
workshop

at the postal 
garage in 
Hollerich
in 1988. 
Archives
© POST 

Luxembourg
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Opening of the “Postomat”
in Ettelbruck.

In 1982, the first cash machines, 
known as “Postomats”, 

were installed in Luxembourg.  
Archives © POST Luxembourg

Parcels being loaded onto a
CFL railway carriage in 1986. 
In the second half of the 20th century, 
post transport by rail became a rare 
occurrence, but there were still occasional 
rail deliveries. 
Archives © POST Luxembourg

A postman doing 
his round on foot.

Rapport de gestion 1985, 
Archives 

© POST Luxembourg
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The history of East Belgium can
be presented in many ways.
Different points of view and changing 
perspectives allow a differentiated 
view of the eventful past hundred 
years. The answers are not always 
unequivocaland are deliberately
multilayered. Using a storytelling 
technique, the project aims to
evoke these different layers through
multiple formats including a virtual 
exhibition, a podcast series, 
a book and scholarly articles.

East Belgium 1920-2020 – 
History of the Eupen-
Malmedy-Sankt Vith region 
since it became part 
of Belgium in 1920. 
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Christoph Brüll and Andreas Fickers 
took the opportunity of the centenary 
of East Belgium to look into the region’s past 
in eight radio essays in collaboration
with BRF. BRF’s audio archives, which had 
hitherto remained virtually unexplored, 
proved to be an outstanding source,
a way of making ordinary voices heard
and thus reviving viewpoints and perspectives 
from the turbulent East Belgian past.  

 

Christoph Brüll
looking at the 

publication 
“Zwischentöne: 

Sendereihe
über 100 Jahre 

Ostbelgien“ 
that contains

the manuscripts
of the broadcasts.

The long-held monopoly of the conservative Catholic 
newspaper Grenz-Echo over the press in German-
speaking Belgium was only challenged in the 1960s.
CegeSoma, 35795
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East Belgium
1920-2020 – 
Prospecting an
in-between 

 

The open access exhibition is 
available in four languages: English, 
French, German and Dutch. It is 
aimed at a broad spectrum of users 
with varying levels of expertise. 
The project is led by Andreas Fickers 
(project leader) and Christoph Brüll 
(scientific director). 

A train with recruits 
to the Wehrmacht 
leaves the station 
of Büllingen – 1941.
Archives of the 
historical society 
“Zwischen Venn 
und Schneifel”

The virtual exhibition “East Belgium 1920-2020” 
gives you the opportunity to explore the history

of the Eupen-Malmedy-Sankt Vith region
since it went from being German to Belgian in 1920. 
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PUBLIC HISTORY:

HISTORY 
BEYOND

THE
walls 

of
ACADEMIA



69

PUBLIC HISTORY

The term “public history”, first coined in the United States
in the 1970s, now refers to an international subfield of history 

with more than 250 university programmes worldwide, 
multiple national and international conferences 

and a number of peer-reviewed journals. In line with
this international trend, the C2DH aims to take history beyond 

the academic confines of the University and to bring
innovation to the field with its focus on digital public history. 

Initially defined as “history out-
side the classroom”, public history 
targets non-academic audiences 
through multiple media platforms 
(websites, social media, exhibitions, 
tours, documentary films, comics, 
etc.) and sites (museums, libraries, 
streets and online). Many research 
projects at the C2DH have incorpo-
rated participatory practices with 
the aim of engaging with a variety of 
partners and fostering collaboration 
between universities, cultural insti-
tutions, decision-makers and various 
public groups. 

Public 
participation
Public history initiatives at the centre 
reflect a democratisation-based 
approach to historical scholarship 
that questions authority and explores 
possibilities for critical engagement 
with members of the public. To this 

end, we take full advantage of new 
digital technologies. Offering much 
more than just access to information, 
digital technologies have provided 
us with new opportunities for public 
participation at all levels, such as the 
organisation of crowdsourcing activi-
ties or the production of historical 
wikis and digital memory banks. 

The Public History and Outreach 
team at the C2DH is composed of 
researchers, R&D specialists, PhD 
candidates and post-docs working 
on various research projects. The 
main partners are the Luxembourg 
National Research Fund (FNR), 
the European Capital of Culture 
Esch2022, the International Feder-
ation for Public History (IFPH) and 
several national and international 
museums. The department works 
on digital memory banks, online 
exhibitions and participatory history 
workshops, and collaborates with 
local stakeholders like the Nuit de la 
Culture and the Kulturfabrik in Esch. 
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The C²DH aims
for excellence in 
public outreach
and dissemination. 
Cutting-edge
public history
projects are
intertwined with
outstanding
academic research 
on the contemporary 
history of 
Luxembourg
and Europe. 

Public history students 
presenting objects 

from the HistorEsch 
participatory collection 

(March 2022).

CURRENT PROJECTS:

➜ COVIDMEMORY – Online 
platform to collect COVID19 related 
photos, videos, stories and inter-
views from/with ordinary people 
living or working in Luxembourg

➜ LUXDIPLO – Souvenirs 
d’ambassadeurs

➜ PHACS – Public History as the 
New Citizen Science of the Past

➜ REMIX – Remixing Industrial Pasts 
in the Digital Age: Sounds, Images, 
Ecologies, Practices and Materiali-
ties in Space and Time

➜ REPAIR – Repairing Technology 
– Fixing Society? History of Main-
tenance and Repair in Luxembourg 
(1918-1990)

➜ SOUNDS_OF_DATA – Remix 
Science: The Sounds of Data

➜ WAMPACH – The Wampach 
collection, a look back at the 
evolution of urban and rural 
landscapes in Luxembourg
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Rehearsing a 
reenactment scene 
with the audience 
attending the Forum Z 
“Women on the march 
from 1919 to 2019 
in Luxembourg”.

 The HistorEsch team 
used a vintage trailer 

to welcome visitors 
to the “Nuit de la Culture” 

in Belval and find out 
more about the history 

of Esch-sur-Alzette.
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Contemporary history of EUROPE:

     net-
works 

and   
 circu-
lation
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The current challenges facing Europe, whether political 
(Brexit and the rise of nationalism, the war in Ukraine),

social (migratory movements and human rights) 
or health-related (the COVID-19 crisis), 

encourage us to look at European history in all its complexity, 
identifying national or cultural commonalities 

as well as divisions and paradoxes.
We investigate Europe in terms of institutionalisation 
and memories, dissenting views, media and experts,

taking a network-based approach 
that is also rooted in digital history.

The European History team at the 
C2DH looks at contemporary Euro-
pean history in terms of networks 
of actors and historical dynamics, 
investigating technical infrastruc-
tures, experts, economic, migratory 
and communication flows, dissent-
ing voices and shared memories. 
The team comprises around 15 
researchers, half of whom hold 
permanent positions at the C2DH, 
with a combination of PhD students 
(around 8) and more experienced 
researchers.
 
We adopt a dynamic approach 
embracing the latest historiograph-
ical and methodological advances 
by harnessing wide-ranging digital 
history methods, from research using 

born-digital sources and mapping 
tools to data mining, network anal-
ysis and the curation of digital exhi-
bitions. Our research mainly focuses 
on three key topics: 
a) networks, circulations 
and interrelations; 
b) digital cultures and memories; 
c) banking and financial history. 

The Robert 
Schuman House as 
a meeting place
We bridge the gap between aca-
demic research and communication 
with European stakeholders and 
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Since 2018, the 
C2DH has been 
coordinating the 
activities of Europe 
Direct University
of Luxembourg
with the aim of 
informing students, 
researchers,
teachers and the 
general public
about issues 
related to the 
European Union’s 
history and current 
affairs, as well
as reflecting on 
potential future 
challenges. 

citizens, especially by making use of 
the Robert Schuman House, now a 
dedicated meeting place for Euro-
pean history. 

A Europe 
of networks
The team’s interest in a Europe of 
networks is echoed by its close 
involvement in European academic 
networks such as ECREA, RESAW and 
Tensions of Europe. The C2DH also 
coordinates Europe Direct Univer-
sity of Luxembourg, which organises 
a wide range of lectures and public 
discussions about the past, present 
and future of Europe. 

The house of Robert Schuman's childhood
in Luxembourg City is today not only
a place of memory but also one of 
history and research. The C2DH
is pursuing the ambition of giving the site 
a “European” dimension and vocation.  

In 2017, the C2DH organised
the conference “Shaping the Europe

of the future” with guest speaker 
Jean-Claude Juncker, 

President of the European Commission.
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In 2019, the C²DH hosted the 9th conference
of the Tensions of Europe network, 
an international scholarly network

whose research focuses on three broad areas
– history, Europe and technology – and how they 

are intertwined. Andreas Fickers and Pascal Griset 
presenting the book “Communicating Europe”. 

CURRENT PROJECTS:

➜ AWAC2 – Analysing Web Archives  
of the COVID Crisis through the IIPC 
Novel Coronavirus dataset

➜ BGL-BNP Paribas – Cent ans 
d'une banque au Luxembourg

➜ BUREU – Bureaucracy by Design? 
EU Office Interiors as an Interface 
Between Architectural “Hardware” 
and Managerial “Software”, 
1951-2002.

➜ BUZZ-F – Web Archives 
studies related to virality with 
the BnF Datalab

➜ DH-JEWISH: Jewish Studies 
and Digital Humanities

➜ DH-ORIGINS – Exploring the 
History of Digital History

➜ EDIC – Europe Direct at the 
University of Luxembourg (2019-2021)
 
➜ ED_UNILU – Europe Direct at the 
University of Luxembourg (2021-2025) 

➜ Fiscolux – A comparative 
historical analyse of taxation in 
Be-Ne-Lux states after the Second 
World War

➜ Gilbert Trausch – Intellectual 
and Material Practices of an 
Historian in the 20th Century

➜ HIVI – A history of online virality

➜ Normal#Verrückt. Contemporary 
history of an eroding difference

➜ POPKULT60 – Populärkultur 
transnational – Europa in den langen 
1960er

➜ RelINT-EULUX – The role 
of women in the European and Inter-
national Relations in Luxembourg 
(Oral History Research project)

➜ SlowMemo – Slow Memory: 
Transformative Practices for Times of 
Uneven and Accelerating Change

➜ STATHIST – Histoire de la statis-
tique publique à Luxembourg

➜ WARCnet – Web Archives studies 
network researching web domains 
and events

In 2017, the C2DH organised
the conference “Shaping the Europe

of the future” with guest speaker 
Jean-Claude Juncker, 

President of the European Commission.
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Open Humanities:

sharing
   know-

ledge
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The C2DH believes that supporting and practising
open research is essential to its mission

to focus on new forms of public dissemination
and societal engagement with history in Luxembourg.

Open research takes many forms 
and has many advantages – for example, 

it attracts more citations and media coverage. 

There are many reasons to share 
research, not just because it is now 
required by funding bodies: pre-
servation and accessibility, gaining 
more citations and visibility, finding 
new projects and collaborators, 
and facilitating access to novel 
data and software resources. All this 
ultimately means that open research 
increases collaboration, unlocks 
access to knowledge, improves the 
transparency and reproducibility 
of research and underpins research 
integrity.

Our open access 
model
We encourage our researchers to 
be “as open as possible and as 
closed as necessary”, bearing in 
mind any constraints they may have 
(data protection, confidentiality of 
contract research, etc.). We urge 
our researchers to:

➜ Ensure that publications are 
open access and accessible via a 
Creative Commons CC-BY licence;

➜ Publish the underlying data 
using FAIR principles;

➜ Make algorithms, software 
and tools openly available;

➜ Use collaborative approaches 
during the research process inclu-
ding blogging, online publication, 
releasing teaching materials, 
publishing pre-prints, experimenting 
with electronic notebooks and 
open peer review, etc.

Research
assessment
The C2DH supports a change in 
research assessment methods, main-
taining that research assessment must 
rely on expert judgement that inclu-
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des both qualitative review and 
the use of appropriate quantitative 
indicators. Quantitative indicators 
should never replace qualitative 
expert judgement and peer review. 

In light of the recommendations in 
the Metric Tide report, the Leiden 
Manifesto and the San Francisco 
Declaration on Research Assess-
ment (DORA), the C2DH will initiate 
an open, transparent discussion 
with its researchers to define a 
researcher development frame-
work. This framework will be used 
not only to help advance the 
careers of its current researchers 
but also to direct future recruitment 
processes.

Sharing 
knowledge and 
expertise
Through its many public history 
outputs, its open access publica-
tion series, the Journal of Digital 
History, educational platforms 
such as Ranke.2 and research 
projects like impresso, the C2DH 
has demonstrated its ambition to 
share its knowledge and expertise 
widely with the academic com-
munity as well as with the general 
public. 

We will of course continue to do 
so in the future – in 2023, for 
example, we will be hosting the 
annual conference of the “Digital 
Humanities in German-Speaking 
Countries” association, organised 

in cooperation with the Trier Center 
for Digital Humanities. The theme for 
for the 2023 conference is “Open 
Humanities, Open Culture”.

Open data sharing 
is a valuable part 

of the centre's 
scientific method.

Check out our 
C2DH Github repository:  

 

 
“Research

is this fascinating 
activity where
new knowledge
is created with 
intrinsic value 
for humanity – 
yet history has 
shown over
and again
that it will also 
underpin future 
societal progress.”  
Marc Schiltz, 
CEO of the 
Luxembourg 
National Research 
Fund (FNR) 
and President 
of Science Europe

The C²DH organises 
regular events to promote 
knowledge sharing among 

the academic as well 
as the citizen community. 
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The C²DH publishes
three book series in open access
with the scientific publisher De Gruyter: 

The Digital History and Hermeneutics series, 
edited by Andreas Fickers, Valérie Schafer, 
Sean Takats and Gerben Zaagsma, 
aims to offer a critical overview 
of the field of digital humanities.

With the book series
Transnational History of Luxembourg,
edited by Benoît Majerus and Denis Scuto, 
the centre aims to serve as a platform 
for studies about Luxembourg 
from a European perspective. 

The third book series, 
Public History from European Perspectives, 
edited by Karin Priem and Thomas Cauvin, 
explores the potential of public history.
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The development and production 
of the Journal of Digital History is the 
result of a joint initiative between the 
Luxembourg Centre for Contemporary 
and Digital History and the publisher 
De Gruyter. The JDH was developed 
via a co-design process, with both 
teams creating a publication platform 
from scratch, testing multiple ideas 
and progressively moving into the 
development of the new journal.  
  
The fingerprint, the unique identifier 
for each article, also reflects this 
innovative approach and consists 
of the following elements: 
➜ the dotted circle represents the 
total notebook 
➜ inside the circle is the hermeneutic 
layer (in teal), and outside the 
narrative layer (in black). 
➜ code cells are shown in purple. 
➜ circles around the notebook edge 
indicate chapter headings, and smaller 
circles further away from the notebook 
edge indicate subchapter headings. 
➜ additional dots on top of each line 
indicate how many references are used. 
➜ users can hover over a cell to read 
the first few words and click to be 
redirected to the selected cell. 

The Journal of Digital History (JDH) 
aims to become the central hub for 
critical debate and discussion in the 
field of digital history by offering an 
innovative open access publication 
platform promoting a new form of 
data-driven scholarship and trans-
media storytelling in the historical 
sciences. As an international peer-
reviewed journal, the JDH sets new 
standards in history publishing based 
on a novel multi-layered approach. 
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THINKERING: 

playful
  experi-
   menta-

tion
with 

digital
tools
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The interdisciplinary and digital workflow of the C2DH
is inspired by the concept of “thinkering” – a combination
of the verbs “tinkering” and “thinking” that describes the 

action of playful experimentation with new digital methods 
and tools for the study, interpretation and narration of history. 

Experimentation is an integral part of the C2DH’s research
methodology. The idea is to promote a hands-on approach 

to new digital sources, tools and infrastructures for
the practice of history while also critically assessing the 

impact of digital tools and technologies on historical research.

The C2DH Thinkering Grant promotes 
such experimental approaches within 
the centre by recognising innovative 
and high-risk research or outreach 
initiatives with the aim of fostering 
creative uncertainty and interdis-
ciplinary cooperation among C2DH 
staff.

Doctoral
Training Units
The C²DH’s teaching and knowledge 
transfer activities also build on the 
thinkering philosophy. The cen-
tre aims to be a place of fearless 
learning where students and young 
researchers have the opportunity to 
experiment and explore new paths 

in a secure academic environment. 
A great opportunity for promot-
ing innovative and experimental 
research projects at PhD level is the 
Doctoral Training Unit (DTU) initia-
tive within the FNR’s PRIDE scheme. 

Our first DTU on Digital History and 
Hermeneutics (DHH) was designed 
to serve as an experimental space in 
which different communities of prac-
tice and epistemic cultures – includ-
ing historians, philosophers, linguists, 
computer scientists, geographers, 
information and data scientists and 
experts in human-computer interac-
tion – could negotiate new forms of 
knowledge production in the field 
of digital history and humanities. 
From 2017 to 2021, the DTU hosted 
13 PhD students from 10 different 
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countries. In the coming years, 
the follow-up DTU, entitled “Deep 
Data Science for a Digital History” 
(D4H), will focus on the trading 
zone between history and data 
science. 

In collaboration with partner insti-
tutions such as LISER, LIST and the 
departments of history and com-
puter science at the University, the 
DTU will focus on the question of 
how to make sense of “big data 
of the past”, since the practice of 
history in the “age of abundance” 
requires new approaches to data 
management, mining, visualisation 
and interpretation. 

The study of mass migration flows, 
climate change and public opin-
ion formation on social media 
platforms will require both critical 
digital literacy from historians 
and a humanist approach to data 
analytics. 

Learning by doing 
in the DH LAB
The DH Lab is the C2DH’s state-
of-the-art digitisation facility, 
offering a unique space and pro-
fessional equipment for hands-on 
“learning by doing” for both 
students and staff. 

The facilities include a seminar 
room equipped with a large video 
wall, high quality 2D digitisation 
equipment for various sources 
(photographs, microfilm, slides, 
letters, etc.), two automated 

scanners for the retro-digitisation of 
books, as well as 3D scanning and 
3D printing equipment. 

The C²DH also runs the Hands-on 
History lecture series, featuring 
presentations by international 
researchers in history and related 
disciplines who have found original 
and interesting ways to research, 
write, teach or publicise history 
and are willing to share their expe-
riences. Driven by a praxeological 
interest in ways of doing history, 
the focus of the lecture series is to 
problematise practices rather than 
concepts or theories of history. 

The promise of the digitisation 
of historical documents 
lies in their digital storage, 
indexation and potential for reuse 
within a digital research context.

 

Read the full Zeitgeschichte 
Online interview.

“Science means 
producing creative 
uncertainty – 
not producing 
knowledge.” 
Andreas Fickers, 
Director of 
the C²DH, 
in Zeitgeschichte 
Online.
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360 degree photography 
for the CRAFTED project

in the DH Lab. 

Stefan Krebs
investigates the history 
of Kunstkopf technology 
and why it failed 
in the recording and 
broadcasting business.

Andreas Fickers 
playing with prerecorded wax 

cylinders that people could 
buy in the late 19th century 

to listen to music on their 
Edison phonograph, which at 

the time represented 
a revolution in 

music consumption.

Joëlla 
van Donkersgoed 
scanning a kettle 

loaned by a 
local resident 

following an 
appeal for objects 

launched by 
HistorEsch.



Innovating & SHARING history

86

In 2021, visitors to the REMIX 
Temporary History Lab in Esch were 
invited to record a sound postcard 
with a vintage Cartavox machine. 
The handcrafted sound postcards 
allowed visitors to record short 
personal stories and messages – 
part of a unique encounter between 
past, present and future. The 
recording sessions were made 
possible by Aleksander Kolkowski.
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DEMA – Doing Experimental Media 
Archaeology: Practice & Theory 
studies the potential of hands-on 
experimentation as a means of better 
understanding and experiencing the 
materiality of old media technologies 
and their practices of use. It will 
provide a systematic reflection 
on the methodological underpinnings 
of experimental media archaeology 
as a practical and sensorial approach 
to media historiography.
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Combining historical enquiry with a hands-on 
and technical approach involving the latest 

3D modelling and desktop manufacturing engineering 
techniques, a media historian, Tim van der Heijden, 

and engineers joined forces to produce 
a working replica of a singular object

in the history of (early) cinema: the Kinora viewer.

Doing media 
archaelogical 
experiments 
will turn the 
historian into an 
experimenter.
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DEMA – 
Doing Experimental 
Media 
Archaeology: 
Practice & Theory 

 

Using two distinct media techno-
logies as case studies, one visual 
and one auditory, a structured 
series of experiments and
investigations are performed. The 
project focuses on individual 
technologies and practices of 
amateur filmmaking in the early 
20th century alongside historical 
sound amplification devices from 
the pre-electronic era. The purpose 
is to establish a methodological tool 
kit and experimental system for the 
exploration of past media usages. 

DEMA is funded by the FNR’s 
CORE programme and led by 
Andreas Fickers. 

Andreas Fickers 
and Stefan Krebs 
experimenting
with the Edison 
Wax cylinder 
phonograph 
at a DEMA 
workshop
in 2018. 

An experimental media archaeological approach to 
early-20th century multi-channel sound reproduction demon-

strated by Aleksander Kolkowski. 

Newly restored 
disc-recording 
apparatus
from 1948,
the HMV 2300H, 
that allows 
direct-to-disc 
recording
on lacquer
and vinyl discs.
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A radio mechanic repairing a radio set. 
Pol Aschman © Photothèque

de la Ville de Luxembourg
(3.10.1957)

Tools of a precision mechanic 
for maintaining EMD technology.

A shoemaker at work.
Leon Beck (Coll. Aach) 
© Photothèque de la Ville de Luxembourg
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Repairing 
technology – 
fixing society? 
History of mainte-
nance and repair 
in Luxembourg 

 

Maintenance and repair are under-
valued, almost invisible aspects of 
modern societies. Consumer technol-
ogies in particular are rarely pur-
chased with an eye to their life span 
or repairability. They are bought 
and used, and if they fail, break or 
become outdated they are replaced 
by new devices. 

However, the emergence and growth 
of the repair café movement and 
similar initiatives show that some con-
sumers feel increasingly uneasy with 
the throwaway practices of modern 
consumer societies. And in companies 
and large technical systems like elec-
trical grids, repair and maintenance 
have always been, and still are, a 
recurrent practice, a vital means of 
literally keeping the lights on. 
 
The REPAIR project, a three-year 
research project funded by the 
Luxembourg National Research Fund 
(FNR), investigates the history of 
repair and maintenance in Luxem-
bourg in the short 20th century 
(c. 1920-1990). The project is led 
by Stefan Krebs. 

A laptop advertising the workshop 
“Histories of Technology’s Persistence: 
Repair, Reuse, and Disposal” in 2018.

Radio repair workshop
(7 February 2020); 
analysing an old “Mende” radio
(c. 1950s) with Albert Wolter 
(background: C²DH staff 
members Viktoria Boretska 
and Douglas Lambert).

The first issue
of the REPAIR fanzine

which explores the topic
of repair practices 

and opportunities
in Esch-sur-Alzette. 



92

Innovating & SHARING history

Popkult60
Popular Culture 
Transnational – 
Europe in the 
Long 1960s 

 

Popkult60 offers a closer look at 
popular culture in Europe over the 
long decade of the 1960s. It aims to 
fill obvious contemporary historical 
desiderata in the field of trans-
national popular culture, to underpin 
theoretical debates with empirical 
case studies and to demonstrate the 
added value of transnational access 
to single country analyses.  

The research project is the result 
of the collaboration between 
PhD students and postdoctoral 
researchers at the University of 
Luxembourg and the University of 
the Saarland and is supported by 
the German Research Foundation 
(DFG) and the National Research 
Fund (FNR) in Luxembourg.

The website serves as a deeper 
insight into Popkult60 and provides 
information on areas of tension 
as well as descriptions of the 
different research fields covered 
by the researchers. A virtual 
exhibition allows visitors to 
experience the images, sounds 
and documents of the different 
cultural areas.

Radio and mass public 
event combined:
Grand Prix RTL 1969.
© Photothèque 
Ville de Luxembourg
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Explore the main room of the online 
exhibition by clicking on the various 
objects and learn more about the 
individual research projects. 
Or simply search our rich collection 
of objects and sources.

Listen to clips from 
popular radio stations 

of the time:
Transistor radio 
and clip from an 

interview with the 
Beach Boys, 

1970 on 
Radio Luxembourg.
© CNA Luxembourg

Social aspects of amateur film clubs:
Zirkular film club newsletter 1960.
© Cinéastes Amateurs Luxembourg

Youth magazines brought together
many aspects of popular culture 
across countries.
Bravo Magazine, 
Kindler & Schiermeyer Verlag, 
26th August 1956.
© Bauer Media Group
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Comics as an 
innovative method 
of exploring history
 
The comic form is a valuable 
method of exploring history, given 
the high level of participation and 
individualised experience it evokes 
in the reader to make intellectual 
connections between panel images 
and texts. Reading a comic can 
therefore facilitate understanding 
for readers and provide a unique 
form of expression for researchers. 

Researchers at the C2DH have 
begun to explore the possibilities 
of the medium through several pro-
jects. One PhD project by Jessica 
Burton concerns a Europeanisation 
of the comics industry in the 1960s 
as part of the Popkult60 project 
and is due to be completed in 
September 2022. Another ongoing 
PhD by Alienor Gandanger combines 
the creation of a comic with a PhD 
thesis.

 

“Among all the legendary figures of 
media research walk two historians. 
Two researchers, one a scholar of 
comics, the other of radio, work 
on their separate fields, striving to 
uncover the secrets of their media 
in the 1960s. They are: Inspector 
Burtgrey and Dr Richerolles!”
The comic Burtgrey & Richerolles: 
The Case of An Entangled Media 
History is part of PopKult60 and 

one result of the 2020 Thinkering 
Grant which detailed the collabo-
ration between Richard Legay and 
Jessica Burton to analyse an inter-
medial product in comic form. Thanks 
to the Thinkering Grant, we were 
able to experiment with both the 
visual and the audio in a reimagining 
of what the media crossover means 
to us and our work.

 

Making Europe, an ambitious pro-
ject to take stories from the existing 
Making Europe book series and to 
reimagine them as an online graphic 
novel experience. Led by Andreas 
Fickers and Helmuth Trischler, 
project-managed by Lizzie Kaye 
with script consultation by Jessica 
Burton, the series is due to launch 
online in June 2022.  

 

The LUX:plorations comics by the 
University of Luxembourg feature 
stories around science and research 
with a connection to Luxembourg. 
It's About Time, by C2DH PhD 
candidates Aida Horaniet Ibanez, 
Daniel Richter and Suzana Cascao 
with art by Marion Dengler, is a 
comic featured in LUX:plorations 
Vol.2, exploring the interdisciplinary 
possibilities of combining traditional 
historical research and data visual-
isation. 
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LUX:plorations
is one of the
activities promoted 
by DESCOM
(Doctoral
Education
in Science
Communication), 
an educational 
project in science 
communication
aimed at
supporting
interactions 
between academia 
and the public. 

Working process 
of Norrie Millar, 
the artist of the comic
“Burtgrey & Richerolles: 
The Case of An Entangled 
Media History”, 
bringing the comic to life, 
from rough draft 
to final colour pages.

Unflattening
European History through 

Transmedia Storytelling:
The Making Europe

Digital Comics Series.
Artwork by 

Shintaro Miyazaki; 
script by Andreas Fickers.
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One of the C²DH’s missions is to serve 
as a platform for critical reflection on 
the methodological challenges raised 
by historiography in the digital age. 

Source criticism is one such challenge, 
going right to the heart of the scien-
tific practice and profession of the 
historian. With the digital turn, source 
criticism has become all the more 
important.
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The C2DH has developed an 
open-source online teaching platform for 
digital source criticism entitled Ranke.2. 
The idea is to create a visually attractive 
and playful environment, using short 
animations about various technologies 
(e.g. optical character recognition and 
3D scanning and printing), quizzes and 
hands-on assignments to show how source 
criticism can be applied to digital material, 
to explore the benefits and limitations 
of digital technology and to learn 
how to identify reliable and 
authentic sources of knowledge.
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Part of the HIVI team is involved
in the Buzz-F project (2021-2022)
supported by the new BnF DataLab

at the Bibliothèque nationale de France.
This one-year project is an opportunity
to collaborate with BnF web archivists,

to explore French viral phenomena mainly related 
to online performance (e.g. lip dub, Harlem Shake, 

dances during the COVID-19 crisis)
through scalable reading and to explore metadata, 

seed lists and WARC files of the archived web. 

Regular presentations 
by the HIVI team 
at international seminars 
and conferences.
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HIVI. 
Historicising 
online virality
Virality plays a central part in our 
current digital cultures. However, 
it is not a new phenomenon; it has 
been embedded in web practices 
since their very early days. Building 
on the legacy of past web cultures, 
our project, entitled “A history of 
online virality”, aims to study this 
intangible heritage through time 
and space, from the early web in 
the 1990s to Instagram and Twitter. 
HIVI places significant emphasis on 
born-digital heritage (especially 
web archives) in addition to more 
traditional sources (i.e. press and 
audiovisual sources). The project 
is led by Valérie Schafer and is 
funded by the Luxembourg National 
Research Fund (FNR).

HIVI explores the history of virality 
by combining a general narrative 
with case studies on specific viral 
phenomena (e.g. Harlem Shake and 
Rickroll). Drawing on a broad cor-
pus of born-digital heritage main-
tained online and in web archiving 
institutions, HIVI also provides an 
opportunity to entwine visual and 
textual analysis, to test several 
methods of scalable reading and to 
refine digital hermeneutics.

A quarterly newsletter 
and the website hivi.uni.lu
to stay in touch.

 

With sessions held throughout the 
2021-2022 academic year, 
the VIRAL seminar has focused on 
the many ways in which we can 
understand and analyse the circula-
tion of born-digital content. Virality, 
information circulation and content 
sharing always involve a heterogene-
ous arrangement of material, practical 
and discursive elements. The seminar 
offers an interdisciplinary overview 
by means of three main presentation 
types: analysis of corpora, methodo-
logical considerations, and historical 
or socio-technical approaches.
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The RESAW network – A Research Infrastructure 
for the Study of Archived Web Materials – 
was established in late 2012 with a view to 
promoting the establishment of a collaborative 
European research infrastructure for the study 
of archived web materials.
The 4th RESAW conference, organised by the 
C2DH at the University of Luxembourg in 2021.

A blogpost to go further into the WARCnet 
and AWAC2 projects was published on
the IIPC netpreserve blog in November 2021.

A series of WARCnet papers available online explore 
the practices of web archivists during 
the pandemic and the various challenges, 
issues and limitations they had to grapple with when 
archiving web content related to the crisis.
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From WARCnet 
to AWAC2 –
Analysing web 
archives of the 
COVID crisis 
The WARCnet project (2020-23), 
funded by the Independent 
Research Fund Denmark | Human-
ities and led by Niels Brügger 
(Aarhus University), Jane Winters 
(University of London) and Valérie 
Schafer (C2DH), was launched at 
the beginning of 2020. A few 
weeks later the impact of the 
COVID-19 health crisis began to 
become increasingly clear. 
WARCnet working group 2, 
composed of European scholars and 
web archivists, whose focus was 
the study of events through web 
archives, decided to shift its atten-
tion to the web archives of 
this global health crisis. 

The team began by conducting oral 
interviews with web archivists to 
map how European countries were 
preserving the digital traces of the 
COVID crisis. These interviews are 
all available online. 

The results of this broad overview 
were also presented at the inter-
national RESAW conference, which 
was held remotely in June 2020 
by Frédéric Clavert and Valérie 
Schafer from the University of Lux-
embourg. The group then organised 
a datathon and began analysing 
seed lists and metadata provided 

by libraries through distant reading 
and with a focus on their interoper-
ability, complementarity or inclu-
siveness.  

These first steps into the web 
archives of the COVID crisis led 
to a second project: delving into 
the IIPC collection. This is a unique 
international collection: from July 
2020 onwards, the members of the 
International Internet Preservation 
Consortium made a huge effort to 
gather web material related to the 
pandemic, with contributions from 
over 30 members as well as public 
submissions from over a hundred 
individuals/institutions. 

A group of six scholars decided to 
submit a proposal in response to 
the annual call for cohorts launched 
by the Archives Unleashed team, 
based in Canada. Supported by the 
Andrew Mellow foundation, Archives 
Unleashed works in partnership 
with the Internet Archive. This gave 
the AWAC2 team the opportunity 
to engage in a one-year collabo-
ration with the IIPC, the Archives 
Unleashed team and Archive-It to 
explore this huge multilingual data-
set. The new Archives Unleashed 
interface within Archive-It offers 
access to samples and to multiple 
sub-datasets and visualisations. 

The AWAC2 team met at the C2DH in 
March 2022 for a two-day data-
thon and a collective brainstorming 
session, with the results to be pre-
sented at the IIPC annual confer-
ence in May 2022 or at DH Benelux, 
which will be held at the University 
of Luxembourg in June 2022. 

A first distant reading of 
randomly selected French content 
(30% sample) in the IIPC collection 
using Iramuteq (F. Clavert).

Visualisation of crawl frequency 
by language in the IIPC collection

thanks to pandas and Altair libraries
for Python, full sample (F. Clavert).
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Digital history and historiography:

THE
    chal-

lenge 
and 

promise 
of data
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Today’s historical research typically involves the creation
and manipulation of computationally accessible data, 

but most historians – and the tools they use – remain largely 
unaffected by the profound consequences of this sea change. 
The Digital History research area embraces the digital turn as 

offering opportunities for criticism and the development 
of new methods and tools to take advantage

of this new landscape, while also easing the pain 
of researchers dealing with seemingly limitless data. 

Our digital history projects frequently 
involve the production of polished 
software intended for wide-scale 
public use. This outward focus 
requires careful attention to be paid 
to user interface design, which in 
turn encourages team members to 
reflect on human-computer inter-
action and the consequences it has 
for understanding the past. 

International and 
interdisciplinary 
teams
The Digital History research area is 
staffed by an interdisciplinary team 
of technicians, designers, students, 
post-doctoral researchers and 
research and teaching staff. They 
all work closely together to share 

and hone their areas of expertise, 
blurring the lines between disciplines 
and job titles to collaborate freely: 
technicians and designers explore 
cutting-edge humanities research 
issues; researchers produce free 
open-source code. 

This collaboration extends beyond 
the walls of the C²DH to include 
partnerships with national cultural 
heritage institutions and research 
centres, and far beyond the 
borders of Luxembourg with pro-
jects attracting European and trans-
atlantic funding to build international 
teams. 

Current key partnerships include the 
consortium set up for the impresso 
project with the École polytech-
nique fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL) 
and the Institute of Computational 
Linguistics at the University of 
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Zurich, which has worked with the 
Swiss National Library, the National 
Library of Luxembourg, the State 
Archives of Valais, the Swiss Eco-
nomic Archives, Le Temps and the 
Neue Zürcher Zeitung; and the 
Tropy project’s transatlantic team 
involving George Mason University, 
the non-profit corporation Digital 
Scholar, and Vienna-based inde-
pendent software developers.

CURRENT PROJECTS:

➜ AAA – Augmented Artwork
Analysis. Computer-aided inter-
pretation device for art images

➜ DARIAH.LU – Digital Research
Infrastructure for the Arts 
and Humanities

➜ DEMA – Doing Experimental Media 
Archaeology: Theory & Practice

➜ DHARPA – Digital History Advanced 
Research Projects Accelerator

➜ DHH – Studies in Digital History 
and Hermeneutics

➜ EGO.DOC – Writing as a coping 
strategy in times of crisis in Europe

➜ impresso. Media Monitoring 
of the Past

➜ JDH – Journal of Digital History

➜ Letterbox – Making shell 
companies visible. Digital history 
as a tool to unveil global networks 
and local infrastructures

➜ LUXTIME – Luxembourg Time 
Machine

➜ NexusLinguarum – European 
network for Web-centred 
linguistic data science

➜ RANKE.2 – Teaching platform 
on digital source criticism

➜ TROPY3 – Sustainability
through Software Development, 
Cost Recovery, and Outreach

Cutting-edge 
research on

new tools
and practices 

of digital
historiography

is combined with 
new forms of public 

engagement 
and online

presentation of 
research results.

The lecture series “New Horizons: 
Confronting the Digital Turn in the 

Humanities” led by Gerben Zaagsma 
explored how the digital turn is 

changing research, teaching and 
dissemination in the humanities. At 

the same time, the series historicised 
and contextualised this process.

Sean Takats, head of the 
digital history research area.
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Letterboxes representing shell 
companies, are an emblematic 

symbol for a form of international 
capitalism that has come under

increasing scrutiny in recent
years and serve as a focal point
for international criticism of the

Luxembourg financial system. 
Against this backdrop, the Letterbox

project, led by Benoît Majerus
and Lars Wieneke, combines recent 

questions in financial history with 
cutting-edge digital history to apply 
a global financial geography lens to 

Luxembourg and unveil the local ecology 
of lawyers, notaries and accountants 

from a historical perspective. 

Researchers 
and web 
designers 
in the impresso 
team working 
on the 
website 
interface. 

LuxTime is an Audactity 
project supported by 
the Institute of Advanced 
Studies at the University of 
Luxembourg. Its main 
objective is to build and 
visualise different datasets 
that will include information 
about eco-hydrology, 
environmental chem-
informatics and history. 



106

Innovating & SHARING history

Building a virtual research environment: 

Digital 
research 

tools 
for 

     histo-
rians 
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The C²DH defines itself as a “trading zone”, an experimental 
space for knowledge production at the intersection

of data science and history. A virtual research environment 
provides researchers with digital tools and software, 
encouraging them to critically explore and evaluate

new methods and approaches including information gathering, 
data curation and management, data analysis and 

visualisation, and transforming data into online storytelling.

A highly specialised team including 
digitisation experts, digital histo-
rians, software developers, web 
designers and visualisation special-
ists is involved in the co-design of 
new tools and applications for his-
torical research. Tools and software 
are shared with the international 
community of researchers through 
open science platforms such as the 
Github repository.

One of the C2DH’s flagship projects 
is DHARPA (Digital History Advanced 
Research Project Accelerator), 
which aims to develop the first 
integrated virtual research environ-
ment in the field of digital history 
and humanities that links all phases 
of research. DHARPA wants to help 
scholars lift the lid on “black box” 
digital technologies, take ownership 
of their contributions and embrace 
their role in the process of knowl-
edge production. 

Other projects are “impresso – 
Media monitoring of the past. Mining 
200 years of historical newspapers”, 
which enables critical text mining 
of newspaper archives with the 
implementation of a technological 
framework to extract, process, link 
and explore data from print media 
archives; and Tropy, a free and 
open-source software tool that 
allows humanities researchers to 
effectively manage the thousands of 
digital images taken in archives or 
libraries.

Trading Zone 
Initiative 
on Training
The C2DH Trading Zone Initiative on 
Training provides a creative frame-
work for dialogue and in-house 
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training in line with the C2DH’s 
long-term strategy to co-design 
and operate a global open-science 
platform for digital history. 

Reflecting the University’s goal to 
promote digital literacy among 
students and staff, the Trading Zone 
Initiative on Training allows computer 
scientists, data scientists, historians, 
archivists and web designers to 
share their expertise within the C2DH 
and to organise demand-driven 
training for different levels of 
expertise and knowledge.  

By identifying 
and analysing 
the specific
needs of 
researchers, 
C²DH engineers 
develop new 
tailor-made
tools based on 
existing software
or from scratch to 
help historians in 
their daily work.

Scalable reading is a computer-
based mode of investigation 
that allows changing perspectives 
on datasets under study, 
for example from general statistics 
or visualisations of a collection of 
texts, to a close-up analysis of a
textual fragment in that collection.

Luxtime Machine uses the 
industrialisation of the Minett region 
as a testbed for reflections on how

to study the impact of environmental
changes on the health of the local

population from a long-term perspective.
It draws on innovative digital methods 

such as deep mapping, which 
emphasises experiential knowledge

and encompasses a profusion of 
perspectives, in order to build and 

co-shape a layered and multifaceted 
sense of place, history and memory, 

experiences and narratives. 
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Artificial intelligence (AI)
is a field that originates in 

computer science and uses 
enormous quantities of data 

to find solutions based
on statistical calculations
of probabilities. Primarily 

through a technique known 
as machine learning (or deep 

learning), systems “learn”
how to make predictions 

based on data from the past. Macroscope is a notion
used to underline

practices and computational 
approaches that aim to offer 

a comprehensive vision of 
large, complex datasets 

and phenomena, while 
detecting patterns and 

trends that would be
invisible from a close
reading perspective

and for the human eye. 

impresso links digitised 
corpora of newspapers and 

develops new tools to analyse 
them. It relies on text mining, 

a method for discovering and 
visualising new patterns

or previously unknown
information in texts, by means 

of a computer program.
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Jointly developed by the Luxem-
bourg Centre for Contemporary 
and Digital History (C2DH), the 
Roy Rosenzweig Center for 
History and New Media (RRCHNM / 
George Mason University) and 
Digital Scholar, the Tropy project 
is funded by the Mellon Foundation, 
the largest supporter of the arts 
and humanities in the US.

Tropy is free and open-source software 
that allows humanities researchers to make 
effective use of the digital images that are 
now at the centre of their archival research 
practices. Since its launch in 2016, Tropy 
has become an essential tool used by 
thousands of humanities researchers 
around the world. 
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DHARPA – 
Digital History 
Advanced Research 
Projects 
Accelerator

 

The DHARPA project aims to trans-
form historical research practices 
to meet the demands of the digital 
age and establish Luxembourg as 
one of the global leaders in digital 
history research and development. 
The project assesses the impact of 
technology on historical research 
and experiments with how technology 
can reshape the methodological 
underpinnings of history as an 
academic discipline. The project, 
initiated by Prof. Dr Sean Takats 
in June 2019, is backed by an FNR 
PEARL Chair from the Luxembourg 
National Research Fund (FNR). 

DHARPA adds a new dimension to 
the research activities of the C²DH 
by focusing on R&D. The project 
aims to be the world’s first digital 
history lab to develop a flexible 
software framework for historical 
research, rather than producing 
piecemeal, bespoke projects with 
limited audiences and applica-
tions. This framework for historical 
research will enable rapid proto-
typing and for the first time will syn-
thesise a wide range of open-source 
digital tools. The digital workbench 
will enable researchers to conduct 

historical research in a stable, inter-
operable environment that permits 
experimentation with computational 
analysis, replicability of results and 
broad national and international 
collaboration. DHARPA will facilitate 
open-access publication through the 
standardisation and dissemination 
of research datasets and method-
ological workflows. It will simulta-
neously develop and implement a 
sustainable digital infrastructure for 
historical research. 

Digital sources and methods 
should be as trustworthy 
as books and papers.

“DHARPA will be 
the first integrated 
virtual research 
environment in
the field of digital 
history and 
humanities linking
all phases of 
research, and it 
will enable a 
structural effect 
on digital history 
practices.” 
Sean Takats
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Students, technicians, 
and researchers 
co-design software 
together.

Network of 
Topic-Entity Links in 
Dutch Parliament Debate
(1945-1963).

DHARPA software enables researchers 
to trace and understand their methods. 
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The project is run by the C²DH,
in partnership with the École poly-
technique fédérale de Lausanne 
(EPFL) and the University of 
Zurich (UZH) and funded by the
Swiss National Science Foundation 
(SNSF, grant id CRSII5_173719). 
Content is provided by Swiss and 
Luxembourgish partners including 
the National Library of Luxembourg, 
the Swiss National Library, Le Temps 
and the Neue Zürcher Zeitung. 
The project is led by by Marten Düring 
(C2DH), Maud Ehrmann (EPFL) 
and Martin Volk (UZH).
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Historical newspapers are mirrors of past 
societies. Published over centuries on a regular 
basis, they record wars and minor events, 
report on international, national and local 
matters, and document day-to-day life.
The impresso project has developed a 
framework for the critical exploration
of digitised and semantically enriched 
historical newspapers across languages, 
time and borders.
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The impresso
interface

integrates tools for 
advanced search, 

content comparison, 
discovery and 
data curation

to enable
the critical

exploration of 
enriched historical 

newspapers.

impresso produced 
educational materials

for students, researchers 
and teachers to ensure 

the critical usage of
its data and interface.

The interface explores the potential of semantic 
enrichments for content and pattern discovery as 
well as the critical reflection of data and tools. 
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impresso. 
Media Monitoring 
of the Past

 

Historical newspapers reflect the 
political, social and economic con-
texts in which they were produced 
and help us understand how people 
in the past experienced their time.

Thus newspapers count among
the most attractive sources for 
historical research. Following mass 
digitisation efforts over the past 
decades researchers now face the 
problem of an overabundance of 
materials which can no longer be 
managed with keyword search and 
basic content filtering techniques 
alone, even though only a fraction 
of the overall archival record has 
actually been made available. This 
poses challenges for the contex-
tualisation and critical assessment 
of these sources which can be 
effectively addressed using semantic 
enrichments based on natural 
language processing techniques.

Using techniques like text mining 
tools to extract, process, link and 
visualise information from Luxem-
bourgish and Swiss newspapers, 
the developed framework allows 
us for example to track the 
mentions of specific persons and 
places over time, to explore themes 
such as sports or culture and to 
detect reused text passages across 
newspapers. 

The interface was co-designed by 
a team of historians, computational 

linguists, designers and digital 
humanists. Regular user workshops, 

demonstrations and user evaluations 
contributed to and validated the 

design of the interface components. 

impresso strikes a balance between data-driven distant
and close reading based on annotated facsimiles.
Pictured here is a basic comparison 
of two search queries and their overlaps.
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A research success story

The Luxembourg Centre for Contemporary 
and Digital History (C2DH) is the third interdisciplinary 

research centre of the University of Luxembourg. It benefits 
from public funding through the University of Luxembourg.
The development of the C2DH is also made possible by the 

acquisition of third-party funding, which represents more than 
a third of the resources used by the centre. 

The centre has consolidated its 
position in terms of competitive 
research by obtaining funding from 
the Luxembourg National Resesarch 
Fund (FNR), the Swiss National Sci-
ence Foundation (SNSF), the Euro-
pean Commission, European Coop-
eration in Science and Technology 
(COST), the Digital Research Infra-
structure for the Arts and Humanities 
(DARIAH), the Rothschild Foundation 
Hanadiv Europe and the Andrew 
W. Mellon Foundation in the United 
States.

Diversified 
external 
funding
In addition, the centre has success-
fully developed a business model for 
contract research which combines 
basic research with the develop-

ment of innovative public history 
outputs. Major contract research 
agreements have been signed with 
both public bodies (including the 
Ministry of State, the Ministry of 
Labour, Employment and the Social 
and Solidarity Economy, the Ministry 
of Foreign and European Affairs, 
the Ministry of Justice, the National 
Youth Service (SNJ), the Chamber 
of Employees (CSL), the Inspec-
torate of Labour and Mines (ITM), 
Luxembourg Railways (CFL), POST 
Luxembourg, the National Institute 
of Statistics and Economic Studies 
(STATEC), Dudelange Municipal 
Council, the German-speaking 
Community of Belgium and Saarland 
University) and private companies 
(such as BGL BNP Paribas and La 
Luxembourgeoise). The centre also 
enjoys the support of the Fondation 
André Losch, the Fondation luxem-
bourgeoise pour la Mémoire de la 
Shoah and the European Capital of 
Culture 2022.

In its first five 
years, the C2DH 
has obtained 
a PRIDE, 
an ATTRACT 
and a PEARL grant 
from the 
Luxembourg 
National Research 
Fund (FNR) 
as well as 
two FNR Awards.
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To facilitate the successful inte-
gration of the centre into Luxem-
bourg society and public life, an 
Advisory Board has been set up, 
composed of a number of key 
figures known for their expertise 
in the political, economic and 
cultural sectors. The role of the 
members of the Advisory Board 
is to guide, assist and support the 
Director of the C2DH. The current 
members are:

➜ Andreas Fickers (chair), Direc-
tor of the Luxembourg Centre for 
Contemporary and Digital History
➜ Ainoha Achutegui, Director of 
the Centre Culturel de Rencontre 
Abbaye de Neumünster (CCRN)
➜ Sasha Baillie, CEO of Luxinno-
vation
➜ Claude Conter, Director of the 
Bibliothèque nationale du Luxem-
bourg (BnL)
➜ Ben Fayot, former leader of the 
LSAP and former member of the 
European Parliament
➜ Erna Hennicot-Schoepges, 
former Member of the European 
Parliament and former President of 
the Amis de l’Université du Luxem-
bourg
➜ Josée Kirps, Director of the 
Archives Nationales de Luxem-
bourg (ANLux)
➜ Georg Mein, Dean of the 
Faculty of Humanities, Education 
and Social Sciences (FHSE) of the 
University of Luxembourg
➜ Aline Muller, CEO of the Luxem-
bourg Institute of Socio-Economic 
Research (LISER)
➜ Georges Schmit, Member of the 
Luxembourg Government’s Advi-
sory Board on Space Resources

The centre also has a Scientific 
Committee, which plays a key role 
in quality assessment. The Scientific 
Committee meets on a yearly basis 
to evaluate scientific output and give 
strategic advice on the development 
of future research projects, network 
activities and outreach initiatives. 
The current members are: 

➜ Frank Bösch, Professor of Contem-
porary History and Co-Director of the 
Zentrum für Zeithistorische Forschung 
(ZZF), Potsdam
➜ Johanna Drucker, Breslauer Pro-
fessor of Bibliographical Studies in the 
Department of Information Studies at 
the University of California, Los Angeles
➜ Pascal Griset, Professor of the 
History of Technology and Industry at 
Sorbonne University, Paris, and Direc-
tor of the Institute for Communication 
Sciences (ISCC)
➜ Ralf Futselaar, Professor of the 
Social History of War, Mass Violence 
and Genocide at Erasmus University 
Rotterdam
➜ Tim Hitchcock, Professor of Digital 
History and Co-Director of the Humani-
ties Lab at the University of Sussex
➜ Simone Lässig, Director of the Ger-
man Historical Institute Washington 
➜ Pelle Snickars, Professor of Media 
and Communication Studies at Umeå 
University
➜ William G. Thomas III, Professor of 
History, Angle Chair in the Humanities 
and and Associate Dean for Research 
and Graduate Education at the Univer-
sity of Nebraska-Lincoln
➜ Jane Winters, Professor of Digital 
Humanities and Director of the Digital 
Humanities Research Hub in the School 
of Advanced Study at the University of 
London
 

“Academic work 
is about people 

and if you
don't care

about people,
you cannot care 

about the science 

Andreas Fickers, 
Director

of the C²DH, 
winner of

the FNR 
Outstanding 

Mentor
Award 2021.

 

they do.”
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The main operational responsibility 
lies with the Management Team, 
composed of the following members:
 
➜ Andreas Fickers, Director
➜ Denis Scuto, Deputy Director
➜ Sean Takats, Head of the 
“Digital History and Historio-
graphy” research area
➜ Machteld Venken, Head of 
the “Contemporary History of 
Luxembourg” research area
➜ Valérie Schafer, Head of the 
“Contemporary European History” 
research area
➜ Thomas Cauvin, Head of the 
“Public History and Outreach” 
research area
➜ Lars Wieneke, Head of 
Digital Infrastructure
➜ Hervé Muller, Head of Adminis-
tration and Support

About the University 
of Luxembourg
The University of Luxembourg is an 
international research university 
with a distinctly multilingual and 
interdisciplinary character. The 
University was founded in 2003 
and has nearly 7,000 students and 
more than 2,000 employees from 
around the world. The University’s 
research is centred on the key areas 
of digital transformation, medicine 
and health, and sustainable and 
societal development. Research in the 
University’s faculties and interdisci-
plinary centres focuses on computer 
science and ICT security, materials 
science, European and international 
law, finance and financial innova-
tion, education, and contemporary 

and digital history. The University 
of Luxembourg offers 17 Bachelor’s 
and 46 Master’s degrees and tai-
lored training programmes for PhD 
candidates in 4 doctoral schools. 
Times Higher Education ranks the 
University of Luxembourg in third 
place worldwide for its international 
outlook, 25th in the Young University 
Rankings 2022 and among the top 
300 universities worldwide. 

More about the C2DH:

 

More about the 
University of Luxembourg:

 

ADMINISTRATION
AND

SUPPORT

Missions: 

Strategic planning 
and monitoring;

Budget, invoicing; 
Human resources; 

Administrative 
support for staff. 

Missions: 

OCR and 
digital library; 

Digital exhibitions 
and websites; 

Development of 
tailored research 

and software 
solutions; 
Research 

data management 
and storage.

Missions: 

Research and public outreach;
Publications, digital exhibitions and outputs; 

Academic and outreach events; 
Teaching, supervision, coaching; 
Digital science communication; 

Partner and stakeholder relations. 
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DIGITAL 
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INFRASTRUCTURE

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE C2DH DIRECTOR     ADVISORY BOARD
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